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THE 


O part of Hiſtory is mor* 
inſtructive and adelighting » 
than the Lives of Great and 
Worthy Men : The ſhort- 

neſs of them invites many Readers ;; 

and there are ſuch little, and yet remark- 
able paſſages in them, too inconſiderable 
to be ew in ageneral Hiſtory of the Age 
in which they lived, that all people are 
very deſirous to know them. T his makes 

Plutarch's Lives be more generally 

read, than any of all the Books which 

the Ancient Greeks, or Romans Wr. 

But the Lives of Hero's and Princes, 
we commonly filled with the account of 
the great things Aone by them, which do 
rather belong to 4 general, than a par- 


ticular Hiſtory; and do rather amuſe 
A3 the 
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the Reader's fancy with a ſplendid ſhew 
of Greatneſs, than offer him what is 
really ſo ule to himſelf”; And indeed 
the Lives of Princes are either Writ 
with ſo much flattery, by thoſe who in- 
tended to merit by it at their own hands, 
or others concerned in them : Or with 
fo much ſpite, by thoſe who being ill uſed 
by them, have revenged themſelves op 
their Memory, that there is not much 
zo be built on them : And though the 
ill nature of agy makes what «s Saty- 
rically writ to be generally more read and 
believed, than when the flattery is wi- 
ſible and courſe ;, yet certainly Reſent- 
ment may make fa Writer corrupt the 
Truth of Hiſtory, as much as ina 
And ſince all Men have their blind ſides, 
and commit Errors , he that will indu- 

rtoufty lay theſe together, leaving out, 
- A ket hs, 1a what Lould be 
fet againſt ow, to ballance them, may 
make a very good Man = in bad 
Colours : So, upon the whole matter, 


there is not that reaſon to expett either 
emch Truth, or great Inſtruttion, from 


what 
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what is written concerning Hero's oy 
Princes; for few have been able to imi- 
rate the Patterns Suetonius ſet the 
World, in Writing the Lives of the 
Roman Emperors, with the ſame free- 
dom that the ey had led them : But the 
Lives of private Men, though they 
ſeldom entertain the Reader with fo 
a variety of paſſages as the other do ; 
yet certainly they offer him things that 
areq more imitable, and ao preſent Wiſ-. 
aom and Virtue to him, not only in 4 
fair Idea, which is often lookt on as a 
piece of the Invention or Fancy of the 
Writer, but in ſuch plain and familiar 
Inſtances, as do both airett him better, 
and perſwade him more ; and there are 
uot ſuch temptations to biaſs thoſe who 
writ them, ſo that we may generally 
aepend more on the Truth of ſuch 04 
HORS as are given in them. 

In the Age in nhich we live, Religion 
aud Virtue have been propoſed and de- 
fended with fuch aavantages, with that 
great force of Reaſon, and thoſe per- 


ſwaſions, that they can hardly be mazched.- 
A 
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in former times : yet after all this, there 
are but few much wrought on by them, 
which perhaps flows from this, among 
other reaſons., that there are not ſo 
many excellent Patterns ſet out, as 
might both in. ſhorter, and more effe« 
Gual manner recommend that to the 
World, which Diſcourſes do but coldly ; 
The wit and ſtile of the Writer betng 
more conſidered than the Argument 
which they handle , and therefore the 
propoſing Virtue and Religion in ſuch a 
Moael, may perhaps operate more than 
the perſpective of it can do : And for 
the Hiftory of Learning, nothing does 
ſopreſerve and improve it, as the Wri- 
ting the Lives of thoſe who have been 
Eminent in it. 

T here is no Book the Ancients have 
left us, which might have informed us 
more than Diogenes Laertius his Lives 
of the Philoſophers , if he had had the 
Art of Writing equal to that gr: at Sul . 
ject which he undertook ; for if he had 
given the World ſuch an account of 
them, as Gallendus has done of Peiresk, 


ON 
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how great a ſtock of Kpzowledge might 
we have had, nhich by his unskilfulneſs 
i ina great meaſure loſt : S:nce we muſt 
now depend only on him, becauſe we have 
a0 other, or better Author, that has 
written 0n that Argument. 

For many Ages there were no Lives 
writ but by Monks, through whoſe W rt. 
tings there runs ſuch an incurable hu« 
monr , of telling incredible and inimi- 
table paſſages, that little in them can be 
believed or propoſed as a pattern : Sul- 
pitius Severus azz Jerome ſhewed too 
much credulity iz the Lives they writ, 
and raiſed Martin and Hilarion, be- 
yond what can be reaſonably believed : 
after them, Socrates, Theodoret, So- 
zomen, and Palladius, took 2 pleaſure 
to tell anconth Stories of the Monks of 
Thebais, and Nitria ; and thoſe who 
came after them, {cornea to fall ſhore 
of them : bat rarſed therr S$4a:uts above 
thoſe of former Ages ; fo that oxe would 
have thought thit undeceat way of VIri- 


tins conld rife no higher : and this hu- 


2047 infeited EVER thoſe who had othey- 


wiſe 
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wiſe a good ſenſe of things, and 4 juſt 
apprehenſion of Mankind , as gs 6 ap- 
pear in ew Paris; who though 
he was a Wigater of great Judgm: nt 
and Fidelity, yet Je has —_— 
ea his Hiſtory with much of that 
Alloy : Bat when Emulation and Envy 
_ among the ſeveral Oraers,or Houſes, 
en they improved in that Art of 

making Romances, inſtead of Writin 
Lives, t9 that pitch, that the World 
came generally much [candalized with 
”m: The Franciſcans aud Domi- 
Nicians tried who could [ay the moſt ex- 
travagant things of the Founders, or 
other Saints of thety Orders ; and the 
BenediQtines , who thought themſebves 
poſſeſt of the belief of the World, as 
well as of its Wealth, endeavoured all 
that was poſſible ſtill to keep up the Dig- 

nity of their Order , by cut-lying t 
others all they could ; and whereas here 
or there, a Miracle, a Viſion, or Trance, 
might have occurred in the Lives of 
former Sainas , now every page was full 


of thoſe wonderful things, 
” Nor 


Ly 
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Nor has the humour of Writing in 


ſuch a-manner, been quite laid down in 


this Age, though more awakened, and 
better exlightned, as appears in the 
Life of Philip Nerius, «nd 4 great 
many more : And the TJeluits at Ant- 
werp, are now taking care to load the 
World with a vaſt and voluminous Col- 


. leftion of all thoſe Lives that has al- 


ready {ſwelled in Eleven Valumes in 
Folio, in « ſmall Print ; azd yet being 
digeſted according to the K alender, they 
have yet but enaed the Month of Aprif: 
The Life of Monfieur Renty i« nrit in 
another manner , where there are ſo 
many excellent paſſages, that he u juſtly 
to be reckoned ngy the greateſt pat- 
terns that France has afforded in this 
Ape. 

But while ſome have nouriſhed In- 
fidelity, and a ſcorn of all ſacred things, 
by Writing of thoſe good Memin ſuch 
a firain, as makes not only what i 
ſo related to be disbelieved , but cre- 
ates a diſtruſt of the Authentical Wri- 
tings of owr moſt holy Faith ; others 

ave 
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have fallen into another extream in Wri- 
ting Lives too jejunely, ſwelling then 
wp with trifling accounts of the Childs 
hood and Education'., and the Dome- 
ftick, or private affairs of thoſe perſons 
of whom they write, in which the World 
is little concerned : by theſe they become 
ſo flat, that few caye to read them; for 
certainly thoſe Tranſattions are only 
fit to be delivered to Poſterity, that may 
carry with them fe 1222+ nfeful prece of 
Kyowl-age to after-times. 

T have now an Argument before me, 
which will afford indeed only a ſhort Hi- 
ſtory, but will contain in it as great a 
Charatter, as perhaps can b- given of 
any in this Age ; fince there are few in- 
frances of more K nor ledge, and greater 
Virtnes meeting in one perſon. I am. 
fipom one account ( b' fide many more ) 
nnſit to undertake it, becauſe I was not 
ar all known to him, fo I can ſay no- 
things from my own Obſervation ; but 
upon ſ*cond thoughts, I do not know 
whether this may not qualifie me to 
trite more impartially, thongh perhaps 

; more 


The PREFACE. 
more defeitively, for the Knowledge of 


extraordinary perſons does moſt com 
monly biaſs thoſe, who were much 
wrought on, by the tenderneſs of their 
friendſhip for them, to raiſe their Stile 
a little tao high when they write can- 
Cerning them : I confeſs I kaew him as 
much as the looking often upon him 
could amount to. The laſt year of his 
being in London, he came always ON 


Sundays (whea he could go abrcad) to 


the Chappel of the Rolls, where I thex 


Preached : In my life I never {aw (0 
much Gravity tempered with that [weet- 
neſs, axd ſet off with ſo much Ulvacity, 
as appeared in his looks ana behaviour, 
which diſpoſe me to aveneration for 
him, which I never had for any, with 
whom I was not acquainted: I was 
ſeeking an opportunity of being ad- 
mitted to his Converſation; but I un- 
derſtood, that between a great want 0 
Health, and a multiplicity of urs 
which his Imployment brought upon 
him , he was Maſter of [6 little of his 
time, that I ſtood in doubt whether I 
might 


The PREFACE. 
mioht preſume to rob him of any of it ; 
ya, 0 þ i the Town, re? Jon} 
reſolve oz deſiring to be known to 
him. 

My ignorance of the Law of Eng- 
land, made me alſo unfit to Write of a 
Man ; a great part of whoſe Charadter, 
as to his Learning, is to be taken from 


his Skill in the Common Law, and his 


performance in that, But I ſhall leave 
that to thoſe of the ſame Robe : Since 
if I engaged much init, I muſt neeas 
commit many errors, Writing of a Sub- 
Jett that is foreign to me. 


The occaſion of my undertaking this, 
w2 given me firſt by the earneſt deſires 
of ya that have great power over me ; 
who having been much obliged by him, 
and holding his Memory in b;gh eſtima- 
ton, thought I might do it ſome right 
by Writing his Life : 1 was then en- 
gaged in the Hiſtory of the Reforma- 
tion, ſo I promiſed that, as ſoon as 
that was over, I ſhould make the beſt 


oe 
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ſe T could of ſuch Informations and 
Memorials as ſhould be brought me. 


This I have now performed in the 
beſt manner I cout, and have brought 
into method all th? parcels of his Life, 
or the branches of his Charatter, which 
1 could either gather from the Informa- 

| tions that were bronght me , or from 
thoſe that were familiarly acquainted 
with him, or from his Writings : I have 
not applied-any of the falſe Colours, with 
which Art, or ſome forced Eloquence- 
might furniſh me, in Writing concern- 
ing him ; but have endeavoured to ſet 
him out in the ſame ſimplicity in which 
he lived : I have ſaid little of his Do- 
meſtick Concerns, ſince though in theſe 
he was a great. Example ; yet it ſigni- 
fies nothing to the World, to know any 

. | particular exerciſes, that might be given 
to his patience, and therefore I ſhall draw 

a Vail over all theſe, and ſhall avoid ſay- 

ing any thing of him,but what may afford 

the Reader ſome profitable Inſtrudtion : 
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I am tnader no temptations of ſaying any 
thing, but what I am perſwaded ig ex- 
attly true ;, for where there 1s ſo much 
excell-at truth to be told, it were an in- 
excuſable fault to corrupt that, or pre- 
Judice the Reader againſt it by the mix- 
ture of falſehoods with it. 

In ſhort, as he was a great Example 
while hs lived, ſo I wiſh the ſetting him 
thus out to Poſterity, in his own true 
and natrve Colours, may have its due 
influence on all perſons ; but more parti- 
clarly on thoſe of that profeſſion, whows 
it more immediately concerns, whether 
on the Bench, or at the Barr. 
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© Sir MaTTHEw Hal, K* 
wh LATE 
r Lord Chiet Juſtice of Exgland. 


ATT HEW HALE, was 

Born at Alderly. in Gloceſtey- 

ſhire, the firſt of Novemver, 

1609. His Grandfather was 

Robert Hale,an Eminent Clothier in Wotron- 
under-edge , in that County, where he and 
his Anceſtors had lived for many Delſcents ; 
and they had given ſeveral parcels of Land 
for the ule of the Poor, which are enjoyed 
by them to this day This Robert acquired 
an Etate of ten Thouſand Pound, which 
Z || he divided almoſt equally among his five 
B Sons 5 
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Sons; beſides the Portions he gave his 
Daughters, from whom a numerous Poſte- 
=_ has ſprung. His Second Son was 
Robert: Hale, a Barriſter of Lincoins-Inn ; 
he Married Joan the Daughter of Mar- 
thew Poymz. of Alderly Elquire, who was 
deſcended from that Noble Family of 
the Poyntz's of Acton: Of this Marriage 
there was no other Iſſue but this one 
Son. His Grandfather by his Mother was 
his Godfather, and gave him his own 
Name at his Baptiſm. His Father was a 
Man of that ſtridtneſs of Conſcience, that 
he gave over the practiſe of the Law, be. 
caule he could not underſtand the reaſon 
o! giving Colour in Pleadings, whieh as he 
thought was to tell a Lye, and that, with 
fome other things commonly practiſed , 
ſeemed to him contrary to that exanels of 
Truth and Juſtice which became a Chriſtian, 
fo that he withdrew himſelf from the Inns 
of Court to live on his Eſtate in the Coun- 
try. Ofthis I was informed by an Ancient 
Gentleman, that lived in a frienifhip with 
his Son for fifty Years, and he heard Judge 
Zones, that was Mr. Hales Contemporary, 
declare this in the Kings-Bench. But as 
the carc he had to _ Soul, made him 
abandon a Profeſſion yn which he might 
have railed his Family tuch higher, fo his 

\ Charity 
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Charity to his poor Neighbours, made him 
not only deal his Alms largely ameng them 
while he lived; but at his Death Fe left 
( out of his {mall Eftate which was 1co l. a 
Year) 20/. a Yeat to the Poor of Worton, 
which his Son confirmed to them with ſome 
Addition, and with this Regulation, thar 
ir ſhould be diſtribured among tuch poor 
Houſe-keepers, as did nor Receive the 
Alms of the Pariſh ; for to give it to thote; 
was only, as he ufed to ſay, to fave to 
much Money to the Rich,who by Law were 
bound torehieve the Poor of the Pariſh. 
Thus he was deſcended rather from a 
g00d, than a Noble Family, and yer what 
was wanting in the infignificant Titles of 
High Birth, anJ1 Noble Blood, was more 
than made up in the true worth of his An- 
ceſtors. But he was ſoon deprived of the 
Happinets of his Fathers Care and Inftru- 
tion, for as he loſt his mother before he 
was three years old, fo his Father died 
before he was fve; ſo early was he caſt on 
the Providence of God. - But that unhap- 
pineſs was in a great meature made up to 
him: for after ſome oppoſition made by 
Mr. Thomas Poyntz, his Uficle by his Ma- 
ther, he was committed to the care of An. 
thony Kinzſcot, of Kingſcot Fiquire , who 
was his next Kintman, after his Uncles, by 


tis Mother « B z Great 
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Great care was taken of his Education, 
an his Guardian intended tobreed him to 
be a Divine, and being inclined to the way 
of thoſe then called Purirans, put him to 
ſome Schools that were Taught by thote 
of that party, and in the 17th. year of his 
Age, ſent him to Magdalen-Hall in Oxford, 
where Obadiah Sedgwick_was his Tutor. He 
was an extraordinary Proficient at School, 
and for ſome time at Oxf.rd. But the 
Stage Players coming thither , he was ſo 
much corrupted by ſeeing many Playes, 
that he almoſt wholly fortook his Studies. 
By this, he not only loſt much time, but 
found that his Head came to be thereby 
filled with ſuch vain Images of things, that 
they were at beſt Improfitable, if not hurt- 
ful to him; and being afterwards ſenſible 
of rhe Miſchief of this, he reſolved upon 
his coming to London, ( where he knew the 
opportunities of ſuch Sights would be more 
frequent and Inviting) never to ſee a Play 
again, to which he conſtantly adhered. 

The Corruption of a Young Man's mind 
in one particular, generally draws on a 
great many more after it, {o he being now 
taken off trom following his Studies, and 
from the Gravity of his deportment , that 
was formerly Eminent in him, far beyond 
his Years, fet himſelf to many ef the vani- 

ries 
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ties incident to Youth, but till preſerved 
his Purity, and a great probity of Mind. 
He loved fine Clothes, and delighted n:uch 
in Company : and being of a ftrong robuſt 
Body, he was a great Maſter at all thoſe 
Exerciles that required much Strength. He 
alſo learned to-Fence, and handle his Wea- 
pons, in which he became ſo expert,that he 
worſted many of the Maſters of thote Arts : 
but as he was exerciſing of himſelf in them, 
an Inſtance appeared, that ſhewed a good 
Judgment, and gave ſome hopes of better 
things. One of his Maſters told him he 
could teach him no more, for he was now 
better at his own Trade than himſelf was. 
This Mr. Hale lookt on as flatrery ; fo to 
make the Maſter diſcover himtelf, he pro- 
mitcd him the Houle he lived in, for he was 
his Tenant, if he could hit him a blow on 
the Head: and bad him do his beſt, for 
he would be as good as his word: fo after 
a little Engagement, his Maſter being really 
Superiour to him , hit him on the Head, 
and he performed his promiſe; for he gave 
him the Houle freely : and was not unwil- 
ling at that rate to learn ſo carly to diſtin- 

Suith flattery from plain and ſimple truth. 
He now was ſo taken up with Martial 
mitters, that inſtead of . going on in his 
dclizn of being a Scholar, or a Divine, he 
B 3 relolyed 
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reſolved to be a Souldier: and his Tutor 
Sedgwick going into the Low Comuntrees , 
Chaplain to the Renowned Lord Yere, he 
relolved to go along with him, and to trail 
a Pike in the Prince of Orange's Army ; but 
a happy ſtop was put to this Reſolution, 
which ciight have proved (o fatal to himlelt, 
and have deprived the Age of the great 
Example he gave, and the uicful Services 
he atterwards did his Country. He was 
engaged 1n aSuit of Law with Sir V:7.Whzr- 


more, who laid claim to fome 7+rt 07 his 
Eſtate, and his Guardian b+ 1 2 Manofa 
retired tciuper, aad not mac (or ihulnets, 
he was forced to leave the _rvirſity , 
aiter he had been three Years in. i», and go 


to London to lollicite his own vulinets. 
Being recommended to Serjean: G1: 
for his Councellor, and he obſerving in 
him a clear apprehenſion of things, and a 
{ylid Judgment, and a great fitneſs for the 
ituiy of the Law, took pains upon him to 
perlwade him to forlake his thoughts of 
being a Sovuldier, and to apply himſelf to 
the ſtudy of the Law : and this had fo good 
an effect on him, that on the 8th. of Novem- 
ber, 1629. when he was palt the 20th, 
Year of hisage, he was admitted into £Z:n- 
coins [::1,, and being then deeply tenlible 
how n.uch time he had loſt, and that m_ 
an 
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and Vain things had over run and almoſt 
corrupted his mind, he reſolved to redeem 
the time he had loſt, and followed his 
Studies with a diligence that could fcarce 
be believed, if the ſignal effets of it did not 
gain it Credit, He Studied for many years 
at the rate of 16 Hours aday : He threw 
afide all fine Clothes, and betook himſclt to 
a plain faſhion, which he continued to uſe 
in many points to his dying day. 

But (ince the honour of reclaiming him 
from the idleneſs 'of his former courte of 
Life, is due to the memory of that Eminent 
Lawyer Serj. Glanvil, and fince my deſign 
in Writing is to propole a Pattern of He- 
roick Virtue to the World, 1 ſhall mention 
one paſſage of the Serjeant which ought 
never to be forgotten. His Farther had a 
fair Eſtate , which he intended to lettle on 
his Elder Brother, but he being a Vicious. 
young Man, and there appearing no hopes 
of his recovery, he ſetled it on him, that 
was his Second Son. Upon his Deati , 
his Eldeſt Son finding that what he had 
before looked on, as the threatnings of an 
angry Father , was now but too certain, 
became Melancholly, and that by degrees 
wrought ſo great a change on him, that 
what his Father could not prevail in while 
he Lived, was now effeced by the teverity 

B 4 of 
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of his laſt Will, fo that it was now too late 
for him to change in hopes of any Eſtate that 
was gone from him. But his Brother 
obſerving the reality of the change,reſolved 
within himſelf what to do: So he called 
him, with many of his Friends together to 


a Feaſt, and after other Diſhes had been {er-. 
ved up to the Dinner, he ordercd one that | 


was covere( to be et before his Brother, 
and deſired him to uncover it; which he 
doing, the Company was furprized t6 find 
it full of Writings, So he told them that he 
was now to do, what he was lure his Father 
would have done, if hz had lived to ſee 
that happy Change, which they now all ſaw 
in his Brother : and therefore he freely re. 
ſtored to him the whole Eſtate. This is {o 
great an inſtance of a Generous and juſt 
Diſpoſition, that I hope the Reader will 
caſily pardon this Digreſſion, and that the 
rather , ſince that Worthy Serjeant was 
ſo Inſtrumental in the happy Chance 
that followed in the courſe of Mr. Hale's 
Life. 
' Yet he did not at firſt break off from 
keeping too much Company with ſome vain 
People, till a ſad Accident drove him from it, 
tor he with lorneother young Students, being 
invited to be merry out of Town , one of 
the Company called for ſo much Wine,that 
aot- 
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notwithſtanding all that Mr. Hale could do 
to prevent it,he went on in his Exceſs till he 
fell down as dead before them, {o that all 
that were preſent, were not a little affrigh- 
ted at it, who did what they could to bring 
him to himſelf again: This did particularly 
affet Mr. Hale, who thereupon went into 
another Room, and ſhuting the door, fell 
on his Knees, and prayed earneſtly to God, 
both for his Friend, that he might be refto- 
red to Life again ; and that himſelf might 
be forgiven for giving ſuch Countenance 
to ſo much Excels: and he vowed to God, 
that he would never again keep Company 
in that manner, nor drink a health while 
he lived: His Friend recovered , and he 
moſt Religiouſly obſerved his Vow, till his 
Dying day. And though he was afterwards 
preſt to drink Healths, particularly the 
Kings, which was let up by too many as a 
diſtinguiſhing mark of Loyalty, and drew 
many into great Excels after his Majeſtses 
happy Reſtoration ; but he would never 
dilpence with his Vow, though he was fome 
times roughly treated for this , which 
ſome hot and indiſcreet- Men called 
Obſtinacy. 

This wrought an entire change on him: 
now he forfook all vain Company, and di- 
vided himſelf between the Dutics of Reli- 
F gion, 
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gion, and the Studies of his Profeſiion ; 
in the former he was ſo regular, that for 
Six and thirty years time, heneyer once 
failed going to Church on the Lords day; 
this oblervation he 'made when an Ague 
firſt interrupted that conſtant Courle, and 
he refletted on it, as an Acknowledgment 
of God's great Goodnels to him, in ſo long 
a Continuance of his health. 

He took a ſtrict account of his time, of 
which the Reader will beſt Judge, by the 
Scheme he drew for a Diary, which I ſhall 
inſert Copied from the Original, but I am 
not certain when he made it; it is ſet down 
in the ſarye Simplicity in which he writ it 
for his own private uſe. 


MORNING. 


I. To lift up the beart to God in thankfulneſs 
for renewing my Life. 

II. To renew my Covenant with God in Chriſt, 
1. By renewed Atts of Faith Receiving 
Chrift, and rejoycing in the height of that 
Relation. 2. Reſolution of being one of hit 
People doing him Allegiance. 

Til. Adoration and Prayer. 

IV. Setting 4 Watch over my own Infirmities 
and Paſſions, over the Snares laid in our 
way, Perimus licitis. 


Day 


Il 


[] 


ww wraw 


A 
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Day Imployment, 


There muſt be an Imployment, two kinds. 

|. Our ordinary calling, to ſerve Godin it, It 
is a Service to Chriſf though never ſomean. 
Colof. 3. Here Faithfulneſs, Diligence , 
Cheartulneſs. Not to over lay my ſelf with 
more Buſineſs than I can bear. 

IT. Our Spiritual Imployments, Mingle 

' ſomewhat of Gods Immediate Service in 
this day. 


Refreſhments. 


[. Meat and Drink,, Moderation ſeaſoned with 
ſomewhat of God. 

[I. Recreations. 1. Not our buſineſs. 2. Suta- 
ble. Ns Games, if £32en to Covetouſneſs or 


Pa ſſion. 


It Alone. 


|. Beware of wandring vain luſiful thoughts, 
fly from thy ſelf rather than entertain theſe. 
[ 1. Ler thy Solitary thoughts be profitable,view 
the Evidences of thy Salvatron, the ſtate of 
thy Soul, the coming of Chriſt,thy own Mor- 
zality,zt will makg thee humble. and watchful. 


Com- 
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Company. 


Do good to them. Uſe God's name reverently. 
Beware of leaving an ill Impreſſion of ill | 
Example. Receive good from them, if more | 


knowing. 


EVENING. 


Caſt up the Accompts of the Day. If ought 
amiſs, Beg Pardon. Gather reſolution of 


more Vigilance. If well, Bleſs the Mercy | 
and Grace of God that hath Supported thee. | 


Theſe Notes have an imperfection in the 
Wording of them, which ſhews they were 
only intended for his Privacies. No wonder 


a man who fet ſuch rules to himfelf, became | 


quickly very Eminent and remarkable. 
Noy the Attorny General, being then 
one et the greateſt men of the Profeſſion, 
rook early notice of him, and called often 
for him, an4direed him in his Study, and 


grew to have ſuch friendſhip for him, that | 


he came to be called young Voy. He palling 
from the extream of Vanity in his Apparel, 
tothatof negleding himſelf roo much, was 
once taken when there was a Prets for the 


Kings 
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Kings Service, as afit Perſon for it ; for he 
was a ſtrong and well built Man : But ſome 
that knew him coming by, and giving notice 
who he was, the Preſs-men let him $0. 
This made him return to more decency. in 


Y his Clothes, but never to any Superfluity 


or Vanity in them. 

Once as he was Puying fome Cloth for 
anew Suit, the Draper with whom he dif- 
fered about the: Price, told him he ſhould 
have it for nothing , if he would promile 
him an Hundred pound when he came to be 
Lord Chief Tuftice of England; to which 
he anſwered, That he could not with a good 
Conſcience wear any Man's Cloth, unleſs 
he paycd for it; to heſatisfied the Draper 
and carried away the Cloth. Yet the 
lame Draper lived to fee him advanced to 
that tame dignity. 

While he was thus improving himſelf in 
the Study - of the Law, he not only kept the 


Hours of the Hall conſtantly in T erm- time, 


but teldom put himſelf out of Commons in 
Vacation-time,and continued then to follow 
his Studies with an unwearied diligence ; 
and not being latisfied with the Books writ 
about it, or to take things upon truſt, was 
very diligent in ſearching all Records: Then 
did he make divers Colfettions out of the 
Books he had Read, and mixing them with 

his 
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his own Obſervations, digeſted them ints 


a Common place Book ; which he did with | 
ſo much Induſtry and Judgment, that an | 


Eminent 7udgeof the Kings Bench, borrowed 
it of him when he was Lord Chief Baron: 
He unwillingly lent it, becauſe it had been 


Writ by him before he was called to the | 


Barr,and had never been throughly reviſed 
by him fince that Time, only what Altera- 
tions had been rhade in the Law by ſubſe- 
quent Statutes, and Judgments, were added 
by him as they had happened: but the 
Fudge having peruſed it ſaid, that though 
it was Compoled by him ſo early, he did 
not think any Lawyer in England could do 
it better, except he himſelf would again 
ſet aboutit. 

He was ſoon found out by that great and 
learned Antiquary Mr. Se/den, who though 
much ſuperiour to himin Years, yet came 
to have fuch a liking of him, and of Mr. 
Vaughan, who was afterwards Lord Chief 


Juſtice of the Commor: Pleas, that as he con-- 


tinued in a clofe friendſhip with them 
while he lived, fo he left them at his Death, 
two of his four Executors. 

It was this Acquaintance that firſt ſet 
Mr. Hale on a more enlarged purſuit of 
Learning, which he had before confined 
to his own Profeſfion,but becoming as great 

a 
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; | 

n 
] 


he who could never let any of his time go 
away unprofitably, found leiture to attain 


© to as great avariety of knowledge, in as 


Comprehenſive a manner as moſt Men have 
done in any Age. 

He ſet himtelf much to the Study of the 
Roman Law, and though he liked the way 
of Judicature in England by Juries, much 
better than that of the C:v4l Law, where fo 
much was truſted ro the Fudge ; yet he often 
ſaid, thar the true Grounds and Reaſons 
of Law wereſo welldelivered in the Digeſts, 
that a man could never underſtand Law as a 
Science {o well as by leeking it there, and 
therefore lamented much that it was fo 
little Studied in England. 

He looked on readineſs in Arichnwich, 
as a thing which might be uſeful ro him in 
his own Imployment,and :cquired it to ſuch 
a Degree, that he would often on the Sud- 
den, and afterwards on the Bench, reſolve 
very hard Queſtions, which had puzled the 
beſt Accomptants about Town. He reſted 
not here, but Studied the A4/pcbra both 
Spesioſa and Numeroſa, and went through 
all the other Mathematical Sciences, and 
made a great Collection of very excellent 
Inftruments, ſparing no coft to have them 
as Cxadt, as Art could mate them. He was 

allo 
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alſo very converſant in Philoſophical Lear- 
ning, and in all the curious Experiments, 
and rare Diſcoverics of this Age : And had 
the new Books Written on thoſe Subjets 
ſent fromall Parts, which he both read and 
examined ſo Critically,that if the Principles 
and Hypotheſes which he took firſt up, 
did any way prepoflets him, yet thoſe who 
have differed moſt from him, have acknow- 
ledged, that in what he has Writ concer:- 
ning the Torricelian Experiment , and of 
the Rarefation and Condenſation of the 
Air ; he ſhews-as great an ExaQtneſs, and 
as much S. btilty in the Reaſoning he builds 
on them, as theſe Principles to which he 
adhered could bear. But indeed it will 
feem ſcarce Credible, that a man ſo much 
imployed, and of to ſevere a temper of 
Mind, could find leifure to Read, Obferve 
and Write t{o much of thete SubjeRs as he 
did. He called them his Diverſions, for he 
often ſaid, when he was weary with the 
Study of the Law, or Divinity, he uted to 
recreate himtelf with Philoſophy or the Ma- 
thematicks ;, To theſe he added great Kill in 
Phyſick, An-teomy and Chyrargery:and he uled 
to fay,no man could be abſolately a Maſter im 
any Profeſſion, without having ſome 5kull in 
other Sciences ;, tor beſides the Satisfaction 
he had in the knowledge of thete things, 
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he made uſe of them often in his Imploy- 
ments. In fome Examinations he would 
put ſuch Queſtions to Phyſicians or C byrur- 
geons, that they have prof:ſſed, the Colledge 
of Phyſicians could not do it more exactly , 
by which he diſcovered great Judgment, 
as well as much Knowledge in thele things ; 
And in his Sickneſs he uted to Argue with 
his Do&ors about his Diſtempers, and the 
Methods they took with them, like one of 
their own Profeſſhon ; which one of them 
told me he underſtood, as far as Specula- 
tion without Prattice could carry him. 

To this he added great Searches into 
Ancient Hiſtory , and particularly into the 
rougheſt and leaſt delightful part of it, 
Chronology. He was well acquainted with 
the Ancient Greek Philoſophers ;, but want 
of occaſion to uſe it, wore out his Know- 
ledge of the Greek Tongue; and though 
he never Studied the Hebrew Tongue, yet 
by his great Converſation with Seldex, he 


| underſtood the moſt curious things in the 


Ravimcal Learning. 

But above all thefe, he ſeemed to have 
made the Study of Diviniy the chief of all 
others; to which he not only dirc&ed every 
thing elſe, but alſo arrived at that pirch 
in it, that thoſe who have read what he 
has written on theſe Subjeds , will think 

C 


they 
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they muſt have had moſt of his time and 
thoughts. It may feem Extravagant, and 
almoſt Incredible, that one Man, in no 
great compals of years, ſhould have ac- 
quired fuch a variety of Knowledge : and 
that in Sciences, that require much Lei- 
{ure and Application. But as his Parts 
were quick, and his Apprehenfions lively, 
his Memory great, and his Judgments 
ſtrong ; ſo his Induſtry was almoſt Indefa- 
tigable. He roſe always. betimes in the 
Morning ; was never idle; ſcarce ever held 
any diſcourſe about News, except with 
fome few in whom he confided entirely, 
He entered into no Correſpondence by 
Letters, except about neceſſary buſineſs, 
or matters of Learning, and tpent very 
little time in Eating or Drinking ; For as 
he never went to publick Feaſts, to he gave 
no Entertainments but to the Poor; for he 
followed our Saviours dire&tion (of Feaſting 
none but theſe) literally : And in Eating 
and Drinking, he obſerved not only great 
Plainneſs and Moderation , but lived fo 
Phileſophically , that he always ended his 
Meal with an Appetite; to that he loſt little 
| time at it, ( that being the only Portion 
which he grudged himtelf ) and was dif- 
poted to any txercife of his mind, to 
which he thought fit to apply bimfelf, 

im- 
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inmediately after he had Dined. By theſe 
means he gained much rime, that is other. 
wile unprofitably waſted. 

He had alto an admirable equality in the 
temper of his mind, which diſpotcd him 
for what ever Studies he thought fr to 
turn himlelf to; and fome very uneaſfie 
things which he lay under for many years, 
did rather engage him to, than diſtratt him 
from his Studics, 

When he was called ro the Barr, and 
began to make a Figure in the World, the 
late unhappy Wars broke out, in which 
it was no caſte thing, for a Man to preterve 
his lategrity, and to live tecurely , free 
from great danger and trouble. He had 
read the Lite of Pomporius Atticus, writ 
by Nepos ; and having obſerve, that he 
had paſſed through a time of as much 
Diſtration, as ever was in any Age or 
State, from the Wars of Ari and Scill i, 
to the beginnings of e uzuſtus his Reign, 
without the leaſt blemiſh on his Reputas» 
tion, and free from any conkderable Dan- 
ger, being held in great Efteem by all 
Parties, and courted and favoured by them : 
He tet him as a Pattern ro himlelt, and 
obſerving, that beſides thole Virtues which 
are neceflary to all Men, and ar al} rimes, 
there were tivo things that chicfly pre- 

2 | ſervcd 
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ſerved Atticus; the one was his engaging 
in no Faition, and medling in no publick,_Buſt- 
neſs; the other was his conſtant favonring 
and relieving thoſe that were loweſt, which 
was afcribed by ſuch as prevailed to the 
Generolity of his Temper , and procured 
him much Kindneſs from thoſe on whom he 
had exeiciled his Bounty, when it came to 
their turn to Govern : He reſolved to guide 
himſelf by thoſe Rules as much as was poſi 
ble for him to do, 


He not only avoided all publick Im- 


ployment, but the very talking of News, 
and was always both Fayourable and Chari- 
table to thoſe who were depreſt, and was 
fure never to provoke any in particular, 
by cenſuring or refleing on their Aﬀtions ; 
for many that have Converſed much with 
him, have told me they never heard him 
once ſpeak ill of any Perſon. 

He was imployed in his Pradice by all 
the Kings Party : He was Aſſigned Coun- 
cil to the Earl of Ser afford, and Archbiſhop 
Laud, and afterwards to the Bleſſed King 
himtelf, when brought to the infamous 
Pageantry of a Mock - Tryal, and offered 
to plead for him with all the Courage that 
to Glorious a Cauſe ought to have in{pired 


him with; but was not ſuffered to appear, Þ 


becauſe the King refuſing, as he had good 
reaſon, 
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reaſon, to ſubmit to the Court, it was 
pretended none could be admitted ro ſpeak 
for him. He was alſo Council for the Duke 
of Hamilton, the Earl of Holland, and the 
Lord Capel. His Plea for the former of 
theſe, I have publiſhed in the Memoirs of 
that Duke's Life. Afrerwards alſo being 
Council for the Lord Craven, he pleaded 
with that force of Argument, that the then 
Attorney-General, threatned him for ap- 
pearing againſt the Government; to whom 
8 he anſwered, He was Pleading in Defence 
of thoſe Laws, which they declared they would 
maintain and preſerve”, and he was doing his 
duty to his Client, ſo that he was not to be 
daunted with Threatzings. 

Upon all theſe occaſions he had dif- 
charged himſelf with fo much Learning, 
Fidelity, and Courage, that he came to be 
generally imployed for all that Party ; 
Nor was he latisfied to appear for their 
juſt Defence in the way of his Profeſſion , 
but he alſo relieved them ofren in their 
Neceſſities, which he diJ in a way that 
was no lefs Prudent than Charitable, con- 
fidering the dangers of that time : For he 
did often depoſite conſiderable Sums in the 
hands of a Worthy Gentleman of the 
King's Party, who knew their Neceſſities 
y well, and was to Diſtribute his Charity 
C 3 ac- 
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according to his own D.([cretion, without 
either letting them know from whence it 
came, or giving himſelf any Account to 
whom he had given ir. 

Cromwell fecing him poſit of fo much 
Practice, and he being one of the Enmii- 
nenteſt Men ot the Law, who was not at 
all afraid of doing his duty in thoſe Criti- 
cal times; retolved to take him oft from 
it, and raifte him to the Bench. 

Mr. Hale ſaw well enough the Snare laid 
for him; and though he did not much con- 
{:der the prejudice it would be to himtelt, 
to exchange the ealic and fater Profits he 
bad by his Practice, for a 7#dges place in the 
Common-Pleas, which he was required to 
accept of, yet he did deliberate more on 
the Lawfulnefs of taking a Commiſhon 
from Uſurpers ; but having conſidered well 
of this, he came to be of opinion, That it 
being abſclutely necef/ary, to have Fuſrice and 
Property kept up at all times, it was no Sin 
to take a Commiſſion from Vſurpers, if he maae 

' po Declaration of his acknowledging ther 
Authors'y ; which he never di : He was 
much urged to accept of it by fome Emi- 
nent Men of his ewa Profeſſion, who were 
of the Rings Party ;, as Sir Orlando Briage- 
man, and Sir Geeffery Palmer, and was 
allo ſatisfied concerning the Lawfulnels of 

it, 
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it, by the refolution of ſome famous Di- 
vines, in particular Dr. Shelden, and 
Dr. Henchman, who were afterwards pro- 
moted to the Sees of Canterbury and Lon- 
don. 

To theſe were added the importunities 
of all his Friends, who thought that in a 
time of {o much Danger and Oppreſſon, it 
might be no {mall ſecurity to the Nation, 
to: havea Man of his Integrity and Abilities 
on the Bench : And the Uturpers themſelves 
held him in that Eſtimation , that they 
were glad to have him give a Countenance 
to their Courts, and by promoting one that 
was known to have different Principles from 
them; 'Aﬀe&ed the Reputation of Ho- 
nouring and Truſting men of Eminent 
Virtues, of what per{waſion foever they 
might be, in relation to publick Matters. 

But he had greater Scruples concerning 
the proceeding againſt Felons, and putting 
offenders to Death by that Commiſſion , 
ſince he thought the Sword of Juſtice be- 
longing only by Right to the lawful Prince, 
it ſeemed not warrantable to pracced to a 
Capital Sentence by an Anthority derived 
from Uſurpers ; yet at firſt he made diſtin- 
&ion. between common and ordinary Felo- 
nies, and Offences againſt the State, for the 
laſt he would never meddle in them; for 

" he 
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he thought theſe might be often legal and 
warrantable Aftions, and that the' putting 
Men to Death on that account was Murder 
but for the ordinary Felonies, he at firſt 
was of opinion, that it was as neceſſary 
even in times of Ulurpation to Execute 
Juſtice in thole cafes, as in matters of Pro- 
perty : But after the King was Murthered), 
he laid by all his Colle&tions of the Pleas 
of the Crown 4 and that they might not fall 
into ill hands, he hid them behind the 
Wainlcotting of his Study, for he ſaid 
there was 10 more cCccaſion to uſe them, till the 
King ſhould be again reftored to hus Right , 
and ſo, rpon his Majeſties Reſtoration, he 

took them out, and went on in his deſign 
to pertett that great Work. 

Yet for {ome time, after he was made a 
Fudge, when he went the Circuit, he did 
*fit on the Crown-(ide, and Judged Crimi- 
'nals : But having conſidered farther of it, 
he came to think that it was at leaſt better 
not to do it;- and ſo after the Second cr 
Third Circuit, he refuſed to fit any more 
on the Crown-fide, and told plainly the 
reaſon; for in matters of Blood, he was 
always to chuſe the ſafer ſide : And indeed 
he had ſo carried himſelf in fome Tryals, 
that they were not unwilling he ſhould 
withdraw from medling farther in them 

of 
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of which I ſhall give ſome inſtances. 
Not long after he was made a 7udge , 
which was in the year 1653, when he went 
the Circuit, a Tryal was brought before 
him at Lincoln, concerning the Murther 
of one of the Townlmen, who had been 
of the Kings Party, and was kiled by a 
Soldicr of the Garrifon there. He was in 
the Fields with a Fowling - piece on his 
ſhoulcer;, which the Soldicr teeing , he 
came to him, and ſaid, It was contrary to 
an Order which the Prorcit y had made, 
That none- who had been of the Kings Party 
ſhould carry Arms ; and to he would have 
forced it irom him : Bur as the other did 
not regard the Order, to Feing ſtronger 
than the Solcier, he threw him down, and 
having beat him, he left him : T he Soldier 
went into the Town, and told one of his 
fellow Soldiers how he had been uted, and 
got him to go with him, and lye in 
wait for the Man, that he might be re- 
venged on him. They both watched his 
coming to Town, and one of them went 
to him to demand his Gun; which, he re- 
fuling, the Soldier ftruck at him ; *and as 
they were ſtrugling, the other came be- 
hind, "and ran his Sword into his Body 
of which he pretenily died. . t was in the 
time of the Aſſzes, fo they were both 
Tryed:; 


AS 
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Tryed: Againſt the one there was no Evi- 
dence of forethought Felony, ſo he was 
only found guilty of Man-flaughter , and 
Burnt on the Hand ; but the other was 
found guilty of Murther : And though 
Collonel Whalcy , that Commanded the 

arriſon, came into the Court, and urged, 
That the Manwas Killed only for diſobeying 
the Proteltors Order, and that the Soldier 
was but doing his Duty; yet the Fudge re- 
garded both his Reatons and T hreatnings 
very little; and therefore he not only 
gave Sentence againſt him, but ordered 
the Execution to be ſo ſuddenly done, that 
it might not be poſſible to procure a Re- 
prieve ; which he believed would have been 
obtained, if there had been time enough 
granted for it. 

Another occaſion was given him, of ſhew- 
ing both his Juſtice and Courage, when he 
was in another Circuit ; he underſtood that 
the Prote/tor had ordered a wry to be re- 
turned for a Tryal, in which he was more 
than ordinarily concerned. Upon this In- 
formation, he Examined the Sheriff about 
it, who knew nothing of it, for he ſaid 
he referre] all tuch things to the under- 
Sheriff; and having next asked the under- 
Sheriff concerning it , he found the, Jury 
had been returned by order from Cromwell ; 

| upon 
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upon which he ſhewed the Statute, that all 
Furies ought to be returned by the Sheriff, 
or his lawful Officer : And this not being 
done according to Law, he diſmiſſed the 
Jury, and would not try the Cauſe : Upon 
which the Protedtor was highly dilpleaſed 
with him, and at his return from the Cir- 
cuit, he told him in Anger, He was ot fit 
to be a Fudre;, to which all the Anſwer he 
made was, That it was very true. 

Another thing met him in the Circuit, 
upon which he retfolved to have procceded 
ſeverely : Some Anabapriſts had ruſhed into 
a Church, and had diſturbed a Congrega- 
tion, while they were receivins the Sacra- 
ment, not without ſome Violence : Ar this 
he was highly effended, for he ſaid it was. 
int-lerable f.r men, who pretended ſo highly 
ro Liberty of Conſcience, to 70 and diſturb 
others ;, eſpecially thoſe who had the Incote 
ragement of the Law on their ſide > But 
thele were fo ſupported by fome great 
Mariſtrates and Officers, that a ſtop was 
put to his Proceedings; upon- which he 
declared, he would medale no more with the 
Tryals on the Crown-jide. | 

When Perruddecks Tryal was brought 
on, there was a Special Meſſenger lent to 


him, requiring him to afſiſt at it. Ir was 


in Vacation-tiume,and he was at his Country- 
Houle 
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Houſe at Alderly : He plainly refuſed to go, 
and ſaid, The four Terms, and two Circuits, 
were enouzh, and the little Interval that was 
bttween, was little enough for their private 
affairs ;, and fo he excuſed himſelf. He 
thought it was not neceſſary to ſpeak more 
clearly; but if he had been urged to it, 
he would not have been afraid of doing it. 

He was at that time choſen a Parliament. 
Man, (for there beings then no Houſe of 
Lords, Faudges might have been choſen to 
fit ia the Houſe of Commons ) and he went 
to it, on deſign to obſtrut the mad and 
wicked projects then on foot, by two Par- 
ties, that had very different Principles and 
Ends. 

Oa the one hand, ſome that were per- 
haps more ſincere, yet were really Brain- 
fick, defigned they knew not what, being 
refolve] to pull down a Standing Miniſtry, 
the Law and Property of England, and all 
the Ancient Rules of this Government, and 
{et up in its room an [ndizeſted Enthuſiaſti- 
cal Scheme , which they called the Kingdom 
of Chriſ#, or of his Sain's, many of them 
being really in expeRation, that one day 
or another Chriſt would come down, and 
fit among them, and at leaft they thought 
to begin the Glorious thouſaud years men. 
tioned in the Revelation. 

Others 
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Others at the ſame time, taking adyan- 
tages from the Fears and Apprehenfions, 
that all the ſober Men of the Nation were 
in, left they ſhould fall under the Tyranny 
of a diſtracted tort of people, who to all 
their other il] Principles, added great Cru- 
elty , which they had Copied from thoſe 
at Munſter in the former Age, intended to 
improve that opportunity to raiſe their own 
Fortunes and Families. Amidſt theſe, Fudg 
Hale ſteered a middle Courſe; for as he 
would engage for neither (ide, fo he, with a 
great many more Worthy Men, came to 
Parliaments, more out of a delign to hinder 
miſchief, than to do much good; wiſely fore- 
ſeeing, that the Inclinations for the Royal 
Family were daily growing ſo much, that 
in time the Niforders then in Agitation, 
would ferment to that happy Reſolution, in 
which they determined in May, 1660. 
And therefore all that could be then done, 
was to oppole the ill deſigns of both Par- 
ties, the Enthuſiaſts as well as the Uſurpers. 
Among the other extravagant Motions made 
in this Parliament , one was, to deſtroy all 
the Records in the Tower, and to ſettle the 
Nation 0n a New Foundation; lo he took 
this Province to himlelf, to ſhew the Mad- 
neſs of this Propoſition, the Injuſtice of it, 
and the Afiſchiefs that would follow on it | . 

an 
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and did it with ſuch clearneſs, and ftrength 
of Reaſon, as not only ſatisfied all fober 
perions ( for it may be ſuppoled that was 
ſoon done ) but ſtopt even the Mouths of 
the frantick people rhemielves. 

Thus he continued adminiftring Juſtice 
till the Proredtor dicd, but then he both 
refuled th2 Mournings that were ſent to 
him and- his Servants for the Funeral, and 
likewiſe to accept of the New Commiſſion 
that was offered him by Rzchard;, and when 
the reſt of the Judges urged it upon him, 
and imployed others to preſs him to accept 
of it, he rezeRed all their Importunities, 
and faid, He could aft no longer under ſuch 
Authoruy. 

He lived a private Man till the Parka- 
ment met that called home the King, to 
which he was returned Knight of the Shire 
from the County of Gloceſter. It appeared 
at that time how much he was beloved and 
eſteemed in his Neighbourhood for though 
another, who ſtood in Competirion with 
him, had {pent near a Thouſand pounds to 
procure Voices, a great Sum tobe imployed 
that way in thoſe days, and he had been at 
no coſt ; and was lo far from folliciting it, 
that he had ſtood out long againſt thole who 
prel>'d him to appear, and he did not pro- 
mile to appear till three davs before the 
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EleRtion, yet he was preferred. He was 


brought thither almoſt by Violence , by 
the Lord ( now Earl of) Berkeley, who 
bore all the Charge of the Entertainmentyg 
on the day of his Eleion, which was con- 
ſiderable, and had engaged all his Friends 
and Intereſt for him: And whereas by the 
Writ, the Knight of a Shire muſt be Ales 
gladio Cinttus, and he had no Sword, that 
Noble Lord girt him with his own Sword 
during the Election ; but he was foon weary 
of it, for the Imbroidery of the Belt, did 
not tute well with the plainneſs of his 
Clothes : and indeed the Election did not 
hold long ; for as toon as ever he came into 
the Field, he was choſen by much the grea- 
ter Number, though the Poll continued 
for three or four days. | 

It that Parliament he bore his ſhare, in 
the happy period then put to the Confuſtons 
that threatned the utter Ruin of the Na- 
tion, which, contrary to the Expectations 
of the moſt Sanguine, ferled in fo lerene 
and quiet a manner, that thoſe who had 
formerly built fo much on their Succels , 
calling it an Anſwer from Heaven to their 
lolemn Appeals, to the Providence of God, 
were now not a little Contounded, to tee 
all this turned againſt themlelves, in an 
iaitance much more extraordinary than 


any 
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any of thoſe were, upon which they had 
built fo much,- His great Prudence and 
Excellent temper led him to think, T hat 
the ſooner an Act of Indemnity were paſſed, 
and the wick © were of Graces and Fa- 
vours, it would tooner {cttle the Nation, 
and quiet the minds of the People; and 

therefore he ypplied himfelf with a parti- 

cular care ro Fe framing and carrying it 

on: In which tt was viſible he had no con- 
cern of his own, but meerly- his Love of 
the Publick that ſet him on to it. | 
Soon after this, when the Courts in Weſt. | 
munſter-Ha{ came to be ſetled, he was made 
Lord Chief Baron; and when the Earl of 
Clarendon (then Lord Chancellor) delivered 
him his Commiſſion, in the Speech he 
made, according to the Cuſtom on ſuch 
Occaſions, he expreſſed his Eſteem of him 
in a very fingular manner, telling him, 
among other things, That if the King could 
have found out an honeſter and futer Man for 
that Imploymert, he would not b we advanced 
him to it , and that he had therefore pre- 
ferred him, becauſe he knew none that deſerved 
it ſo well, It is ordinary for Pertons tv 
promoted. to be Knighted, but he deſired 
to avoid having that Honour done him, 
and therefore for a conliderable time de- 
clined all opportunities of waiting on the 
King , 
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King, which the Lord Chancellor obſerving, 
fent for him upon Buſineſs one day, when the 
King was at his Houte, and told his Aa- 
jeſty there was his modeſt Chief Baron; 
u2on which, he was unexpectec ly Knighted. 

He continued Eleven years in that place, 
Managing the Court, and all Proceecmgs 
in it, with ſmgular Juſtice. It was obſerved 
by the whole Nation, how much he raited 
the Reputation and P.,attice of it: Andq 
thole who held Places, and Othces in it; 
can all declare, not only the impartiality of 
his Juſtice, for that is bur a common V ir- 
tue, bur his Generoſfity, his vaſt Diligence; 
and his great Exa&nets in Tryals. This 
gave occaſion to the only Complaint that 
ever was made of him, That he aid not 
diſpatch Matters quick_ enough but the 
great care he ufed, to put Suits to a final 
End, as it made him ſlower in deciding 
them; fo it had this good effect, Thar 
Cautfes Tryed before him, were teldom, if 
ever, Tryed again. 

Nor did his Adminiſtration of Juſtice 
lie only in that Court : He was one of tke 
principal Fades that fate in Clifforas - Inn, 
aHout ſetling the difference between Land- 
lord and Tenant, after the Dreadfi! Fire 
of Londn He being the firſt that offered 
tis Service to the Cry, for ccommonetiog 
| alf 
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all the differences that might have ariſen 
about the Rebuilding of it, in which he 
behaved himſelf to the fatisfation of all 
Pertons concerned ; So that the ſudden and 
quiet Building of the City, which is juſtly 
to be reckoned one of the Wonders of the 
Age, is in no ſmall Meaſure due to the great 
care, which he and Sir Orlando Bridgeman, 
(then Lord Chief Fuſtice of the C.mmon- 
Pleas, afterwar.'s Lord Keeper of the Great 
Scal of England) uſed, and to the Judg- 
ment they ſhewed in that Afﬀair : Since 
without the Rules then laid down, there 
might have otherwiſe followed ſuch an end- 
leſs train of vexatious Suits, as might have 
deen little leſs chargeable than the Fire ir 
{elf had been, But without detracting from 
the Labours of the other F«dzes, it muſt 
be acknowledged that he was the moſt in- 
ftrumental in that great Work; for he furſt, 
by way of Scheme, contrived the Rules, up- 
on which he and the reſt proceeded aſter- 
wards; in which his readineſs at Arithme- 
rick, and his kill in ?A4rchrrefture were of 
great ule to him. 

But it will not ſeem ſtrange that a Fuage 
behaved himtfelf as he did, who at the Entry 
into his Imployment,ſer ſuch excellent Rules 
to himſelf, which will appear in the follow- 
ing Paper, Copicd from the Original under 
lis own hand, 'T hings 


4+ s 
% 8 
>} 


Sir Matthew Hale. 35 


Things Neceſſary to be Continually 
had it Remembrance, 


I. That in the A miniſtration of uſtice, I 
am wntruſted for God, the King and 
Country ; and therefore, 

Il. That #t be done, 1. Uprightly, 2. Dc- 
liberately, 3. Reſolwtely. 

III. That I reſt nut upou my own Under ſta'1d- 
ins or Sirength, but Implore and rejt upon 
the Direction and Strength of God. 

IV. That in the Execution of Fuſlice, I care- 
fully lay aſide my own Paſſions, and not 
give way to them, however pr:voked. 

V. That I be wholly intent upon the Buſineſs 
IT am about, remitting all other Cares and 
Thoughts, as nnſeaſonable, and Interrups 
trons, 

VI. That I ſuffer not my ſclf to be prepoſſeſſed 
with any ſudgment at all, till the whole 
Buſineſs and both Parties be beard. 

VII, That I never engage my [elf in the be- 
ginning of any Cauſe , but reſerve my ſelf 
wnprejudiced till the whole be heard. 

VII. That in Buſineſs Capital, though my 
Nature prompt me to Pity; yet to conſider, 
that there is alſo a Pity due to the Comns 
fry, 

n D 32 IX. That 
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IX. That I be not tooRidged in Matters purely 
Conſcientious, where all the harm 1s Di- 
verſuy of Fudgment. ; 

X. That I be not biaſſed with Compaſſion to 
the Poor, or favour to the Rich, in point 
of Fuſtice. 

Xl. That Popular, or Court - Applauſe , or 
Diſtaſte, have no Influence into any thing 
I do tn point of Diſtribution of Juſtice. 

Xil. Not to be ſollicitous what Men will ſay 
or think, ſo long as 1 keep my ſelf exattly 
according to the Rules of Fuſtice. 

XII. If in Criminals it be a meaſuring Caſt, 
to wnclize ro Mercy and Acquittal. 

XIV. In Crimmnals that conſiſt merely in 
words, when no mare harm enſues, AMode- 
ration us no Injuftice. | 

XV. In Criminals of Blood, if the Fatt be 
Evident , Severity is Fuſtice. 

XVI. Ts abbor all private Solicitations , of 
what kind ſoever, and by whom ſoever , 
im Matters Depending. 

XVII. To Charge my Servants, 1. Not to 
znterpoeſe in any Buſineſs whatſoever. 
2. Not to take more than their known Fees. 
3. Not to give any undue Precedence to 
Cauſes. 4. Not to Recommend Council, 

X VIII. To be ſhort and ſparing at Meals, that + 
1 may be the fitter for Buſineſs. 


He 
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He would never receive private Addreſſes 
or Recommendations from the greateſt Per. 
| ſons in any matter, in which 7ſtice was 
| concerned, One of the firſt Peers of 
England went once to his Chamber, and 
told him, That having a Smit in Law to 
be Tryed before him, he was then to acquaint 
: bimwith it, that he might the better under- 
! ſtand it, when it ſhould come to be heard in 
Court. Upon which the Lord Chief Baron 
interrupted him, and faid, He did not deal 
fairly ts come to his Chamber about ſuch Af- 
| fairs, for he never recerved any Information 
| of Cauſes but wn open Court, where both Par- 
' ries were to be heard alike ; fo he would not 
ſuffer him to go on. Whereupon. his 
Grace ( for he was a Duke) went away 
not a little diſſatisfied, and complained of 
it to the King, as a Radeneſs that was not 
to be endured. But his Aajeſty bid him 
content himſelf that he was no worſe uſed , 
and ſaid, He verily believed he would have 
uſed himſelf no better, if he had cone to ſol- 
licite him in any of his own Cauſes. 

Another paſſage fell out in one of his 
Circuits, which was ſomewhat centured as 
an affeRation of an unreaſonable trifnels ; 
but it flowed frem his Exaanels, to the 
Rules he had ſet himſelf. A Gentleman 
had ſent him a [ uc« for his Table, that had 

D 3 ' a Tryal 
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a Tryal at the Afizes; So when he heard | 


his Name, he asked if he was net the ſame 
Perſon that had ſent him Veniſon? and find- 
ing he wzs the lame, he told him, He cold 
not ſuffer the Tryal to go on, till be had paid 
him for bis Buch : To which the Gentleman 
antwered, That be never ſold his Ventjon, and 
that be had done nothing to hum, which be did 
rot do to every 7 rdge that had gone that Cir- 


exit , which was confirmed by feveral Gen- | 


tlement then preſent : but all would not do, 
for the Lord Coief Baron had learned from 
Solcmen, that a vift perverteth the ways of 
7#dement; and therefore he would not tuffer 
the Tryal to go on, till he had paid for the 
preſent; u on which the Gentleman with- 
drew the Record: And at Saizbury the 
Den ard Chaptcy having, according to the 


Cuitom, prelented him with Six Sugar- | 


Loaves in his Circuit, he made his Servants 
pay for the Sugar before he would try their 
Caulc. 

[t was not ſo cafie for him to throw off 
the importunities of the Poor, for whom 
his Compaſſ.ov wrought more powerfully 
than his regard to Wealth and Greatneſs; 
vcr when Juſtice was cuncerned, even that 
gid not turn him out of the way. There 
y 25 «ne that had been put out of a place 
tor { m2 ill b_ haviour, who urged the Lord 

Chief 
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| | Chief Baron to ſet his band to 4 Certificate, 
| foreftore himtoit, or provide him with ano- 
ther : But he told him plainly, bi fault 
was ſuch, that be could not do it;, the other 
preſſed him vehemently, and fell down on 
his knees, and begged it of him with many 
Tears; but finding that could not prevail, 
he ſaid, He ſhould be wmiterly Ruined if he 
did it not ;, and he ſhould Curſe him for it every 

But that having no Effet, then he 
fell out into all the reproachful words, 
that Paſhon and Deſpair could infpire him 
withz to which all the anſwer the Lord 
Chief Baron made, was, That he could very 
well bear all bus Reproaches ;, but he could not 
for all that ſet bis hand to bis Certificate. He 
{aw he was Poor, ſo he gave him a large 
Charity, and ſent him away. 

But now he was to go on after his Pat- 
tern, Pomponizs Atticus, till to favour and 
relieve them that were loweſt : So beiides 
great Charities to the Nonconformiſts, who 
were then, as he thought, too hardly uſed ; 
he took great care to cover them all he 
could, from the Severities fome deſigned 
againſt them, and diſcouraged thote who 
were inclined to ftretch the Liws too much 
againſt them : He lamented the differences 
that were railed in this Church very much, 
and according to the Impartiality of his 

4 Juſtice, 
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Juſtice, he blamed ſome things on both 
ſides, which I ſhati ſet down with the fame 
freedom that he ſpake them. He thought 
many of the Noncenformiſss had. merited 
highly in the Buſineſs of the Kings Reſtau- 
ration , and at leaſt deſcrved that the terms 
of Conformi'y {ſhould not have been made 
ſ#-1tter, than they were before the War. 
There was not then that dreadful prolpett 
of Popery, that has appeared ſince. Bur 
that which aſflicted him moſt, was, that he 
{zw the Heats and Contentions which fol- 
lowed upon thole different Parties and [n- 
rereſ/s, did take People off from the [d:- 
ſpenlible things of Religion, and flackned 
the Zeal of (other ways) Good men for the 
tubſtance of it, fo much being ſpent about 
External and Indifferent things. It allo gave 
advantages to Atheiſts, to treat the moſt 
Sacred Points of our holy F.ith, as Ridica- 
lows, when they faw the Profeſſors of 1t 
contend fo fiercely, and with ſuch batrer- 
eſs, about leſſer Matters, He was much 
offended at all thoſe Books that were 
written, to expole the contrary Sect to the 
{corn and contempt of the Age, in a wan- 
ton and petulant Stilz 5 He thought fuch 
Wiiters wounded the Chriſtian: Religion , 
through the ſides of thoſe who differed 
fron them; while a fort of lewd People, 

who 
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who having aſſumed to themſelves the 
Title of- the Witrs ( though but a very 
few of them have a right to it) took up 
from both hands, what they had faid, te 
make one another ſhew Ridiculous, and 
from thence per{waded the World to laxgh 
at both, and at all Religion for their fakes. 
And therefore he often wiſhed there might 
be ſome Law, to make all Scarrl/ity or 
Bitterneſs in Diſputes about Religion puniſk- 
able. But as he lamented the Proceedings 
too rigorouſly againſt the Nonconformiſts, 
{o he declared himlelf always of the fide 
of the Church of England, and laid thole 
of the Sep.cration were good Men, but they 
had arrow Seuls, who would break the 
Peace of the ( hurch, about fuch :conſide- 
rable Matters, as the Points in difference 
were. 

He {carce ever medled in State-Intrigues, 
yet upon a Propoſition that was ſet on foot 
by the Lord Keeper Bridgeman, for a Com- 
prehenſion of the more moderate Diſſenters , 
and a limited Indulgence towards ſuch as 
could not be brought within the Compre- 
henſion, he diſpented with his Maxim, of 
avoiding to engage in Matters of State, 
There were leveral Meetings upon that 
occalion., The Drvine of the Church of 
England, that appeared moſt conliderably 
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for it, was Dr. Wilkins , afterwards pro: 
motecd to the Biſhoprick of Cheſter, a Man 
of as great a Mind, as true a-Judgment, 
as Eminent Virtues, and of as good a Soul, 
as apy I] ever knew. He being deter- 
mined as well by his excellent Temper, 
as by his Foreſight and Prudence, by which 
he early perceived the great Prejudices 
that Religion received, and the vaſt Dan- 
gers the Reformation was like to fall under 
by thoſe Diviſions ; ſet about that projet 
with the Magnanimity that was indeed 
peculiar to himſelf; for though he was much 
Cenlured by many of his own fide, and 
feconded by very few, yet he puſhed it 
as far as he could : After ſeveral Con- 
ferences with two of the Eminenteſt of the 
Prespyterian Divines, Heads were agreed 
on, ſome Abatements were to be made, and 
Explanations were to be accepted of. The 
particulars of that Proje& being thus con. 
certed, they were brought to the Lord Chief 
Baren, who put them in form of a Bill, to 
be preſented to the next Seſons of Par- 
Jiament. | 

But two Parties appeared vigorouſly 
againſt this Deſign 3; the one was of ſome 
zealous Clergy-men , whe thought it be- 
low the D:zmty of the Church to aber 
Laws, and change Settlements, for the ſake 
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of ſome whom they eſteemed Scheſmaticks, 
They alſo believed, it was better to keep 


them out of the Church, than bring them 


iato it, ſince a Faiton upon that would 
ariſe in the Church, which they thought 
might be more Dazgerexs than the Scheſms 
it telf was. Beſides they faid, if fome 
things were now to be changed in Com- 
pliance with the humour of a party ; as ſoon 
as that was done, another party might de- 
mand ether Conceſſions, and there might be 
as good realons invented for theſe as for 
thole: Many ſuch Conceſhons might alſo 
ſhake thoſe of our own Communion, and 
tempt them to fortake us, and go over to 
the' Chitrch of Rome, pretending that we 
coxnged fo often, that they were thereby 
inclined to be of a Church, that was cox- 
ſtant and true to her ſelf, Theſe were the 
rea{ons brought, and chiefly inſiſted on 
agant al} Comprehexſion; and they wrought 
upon the . greater part of the Houle of 
Commons, fo that they paſſed a Vote 
againit the receiving of any Bill for that 
E fleR. 

There were others that oppoled it upon 
very different ends : They deligned to {hel- 
ter the Paps/ts from the Execution of the 
Law, and {aw clearly that nothing could 
bring in Popery ſo well as a Toleration. But 
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to tolerate Popery bare-faced, would haye 
ftartled the Nation too much ; ſo it was ne- 
ceſſary to hinder all the Propoſitions for 
Union, ſince the keeping up the differences 
was the beſt Colour they could find, for 
getting the Toleration to paſs, only as a 
flackning the Laws againſt Diſſenters, whoſe 
Numbers and Wealth made it adviſcable 
to have ſome regard to them; and under 
this pretence Phpery might have crept in 
more covered, and leſs regarded : So theſe 
Councils being more acceptable to ſome 
concealed Papiſts then in great Power, as 
has fince appeared but too Evidently, the 
whole Proje&t for Comprehenſion was let fall, 
and thoſe who had ſet it on foot, came to 
be looked on with an ill eye, as ſecret Fa- 
vourers of the Diſſenters, Underminers of 
the Church, and every thing elfe that Jea- 
louſie and Diſtafte could caſt on them. 

But upon this occaſion, the Lord Chief 
Baron, an. Dr. Wilkins, came to contract 
a firm and familiar Friendſhip; and the 
Lord Chief Baron having much Buſineſs, 
and little time to ſpare, did to enjoy the 
other the more, what he had fcarce ever 
Cone before, he went fometimes to Dine 
with him. And though he lived in great 
Frienſhip with ſome other eminent Clergy- 
men, es Dr. Ward, Biſhop of Salwbury ; 

Dr. Bariow, 
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Dr. Barlow, Biſhop of Lincoln; Dr. Bar- 
row, late Maſter of Trinty- Colledge 
Dr. Tillorſen, Dean of Canterbury; an 
Dr. Srillingfleet, Dean of Sr. Pauls, (Men 
{o well known, and ſo much Efteemed , 
that as it was no wonder the Lord Chief 
Baron valued their Conyerſation highly , 
ſo thoſe of them that are yet alive will 
think it no lefſening of the Charatter they 
are fo defervedly in, That they are rec- 
koned among Fudge Hale's Friends ) yet 
there was an intimacy and freedom in his 
Converſe with Biſhop Wilkins, that was fin- 
gular to him alone: He had, during the 
late Wars, lived in a long and entire 
Friendſhip with the Apoftolical Primate 
of Ireland, Biſhop Uſher : Their curious 
ſearches into Antiquity, and the Sympathy 
of both their Tempers led them to a great 
Agreement almoſt in every thing. He 
held alſo great Converſation with Mr. Bax- 
ter, who was his Neighbour at Aon, on 
whom he looked as a Perſon of great De- 
yotion and Piety, and of a very fubtile 
and quick Apprehenfion :' their Converſa- 
tion lay moſt in Merephyſical and abſtratted 
Idea's and Schemes. 

He looked with great Sorrow on the Im- 
piety and Atheitm of the Age, and ſfohe 
{et himſelf to oppole it, not only<y the 
ſhining 
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ſhining Example of his own Life, but by 
engaging in a Caufe, that indeed could 


* hardly fall into better hands: And as he 


. 


could ret find a Subjet more worthy of 
himſelf, fo there were few in the Age 
that underſtood it fo well, and could ma- 
nage it more skiltully. The occaſton that 
firſt led him to Write about it, was this. 
He. was a ſtri& obſerver of the Lords- Day, 
in which, beſides his conſtancy in the pub- 
lick Worlhip of God, he uſed to call all 
his Fzmily together, and repeat to them 
the Heads of the Sermons, with ſome Ad- 
ditions of his own, which he fitted for 
their Capacities and Circumſtances ; and 
that being done, he had a Cuſtom of ſhut- 
ting himſelf up for two or three hours 
which he either ſpent in his ſecret Devo- 
#0725, or on {uch profitable Meditations as 
did then occur to his thoughts : He writ 
them with the ſame ſimplicity that he for- 
med them in his Mind, without any- Art, 
er {ſo much as a thought to let them be pub- 
liſhed : He never Corrected them, but laid 
them by, when he had finiſhed them, ha- 
ving intended only to fix and preſerve his 
own Refle&ions in them; ſo that he uſed 
no ſart of care to p3liſh them, or make 
the firſt draught perfeRer than when they 
fell fram his Pen. Theſe fell wy _ 

ands 
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hands of a Worthy Perfon, and he judging, 
as well he might, that the Communicating 
them to the World, might be a publick 
ſervice, Printed two Volumes of them in 
Odayo a little before the Authors Death, 
Containing his | 


CONTEMPLATIONS, 


I. Of our latter End. 

Il. Of Wiſdom, and the fear of God. 

Il. Of the Knowledge of Chriſt Crucified, 
IV. The Fittory of Faith ever the World, 
V. Of Hamuluy. 


VII. Of Contentation. 

VIU. Of Afﬀeittions. 

IX. A good Method te entertain unſtable and 
troubleſome Times. | 

XK. Changes and Tronbles! : A Poem. 

XI. Of the Redemption of Time. 

XlI. The great Audit. | 

X1lI. Diredþ10ns touching kgeping the Lord'« 
Day : In a Letter to his Children. 

XIV. Poems written xpon Chriſtmas-day. 


In the 2d Volume. 


L An Enquiry touching Happineſs. 
I. Of the Chief End of Man. , 
It. Upon 


48 TheLifeand Death of 


Il. Upen Ecclel. 12. 1. Remember thy Cre- 
ator. 

IV. Upon the 51 Plalm. v. 10. Create 4 
clean heart in me: : With a Poem. 

V. The Folly and Miſthief of Sin. 

VI. Of Self- Demal. 

Vil. Aorives ro Warchfulneſs, in reference 
to the Good and Evil Aagels. 

VIIk Of Moderation of the AﬀeCtions, 

IX. Of Worldly hope and Expeit ation. 

X. Upon 13 Heb. 14, We have here no 
Continuing Cuty. 

KL. Of Contentedneſs and Patience. 

XII. Of Moderation of Anger. 

XII. A Preparative againſt Afﬀitions, 

XIV. Of Submiſſton, Prayer, and Thanks- 
ring. 

XV. Of "Prayer and Thankſgiving, on Plal. 
I 10, I2. 

XVI. Meditations on the Lords- Prayer, with 
a Paraphraſe upon it. 


In them there appears a generous and 
true Spirit of Religion, mixt with moſt 
ſerious and fervent Devotion; and perhaps 
with the more advantage, that the Stile 
wants ſome Correfion, which ſhews they 
were the genuine Productions of an excel- 
lent Mind, entertaining it felf in ſecret 
with ſuch Contemplations. The _ is 

clear 
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clear and Maſculine, in a due temper, be- 
tween flatnets and aftetation, in which 
he expreſſes his thoughts both ealily and 
decently. In writing theſe Diſcourles , 
having run over moſt of the Subjefts that 
his own Circumſtances led him chiefly to 
conlxder, he began to be in tome pain to 
chute new Arguments ; and therefore re- 
tolved to fix on a Theam that ſhould hold 
him longer. 

He was foon determined in his Choice, 
by the immoral and irreligious Principles 
and Pra&tices, that had 1o long vexed his 
Righteous Soul: And therefore began a 
Sreat deſign againſt «Arhesſme, the firſt 
part of which is only Printed, of the Ori- 


gination of Mankind, Ceiigned to prove the 


Creation of the World, and the truth of the 
LAſaical Hiſtory. 

The Second Part was of the Nature of 
the Sout, and of a future State. 

The Third Part was concerning the 4r- 
tributes of God, both from the abſtratted 
Idea's of him, and the Light of Nature; 
the Evidence of Providence; the Notions of 
Morality , and the Voice of Conſcience. 

- And the Fourth Part was concerning the 
Truth and Authority of the Scriptures, with 
Anſwers to the Objeitions againſt them. On 
writing thefe, he ſpent Seven years. He 

F, wrote 
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wrote them with ſo much Conſideration , 


that one who perulegd the Original under 


his own hand, which was the firft draught 


of it , told me, He did not remember of *' 
any conſiderable Alteration ; perhaps not of | 


T wen:y woras in the whole Work. 

The way of his Writing them, only on 
the Evenings of the Lords-day, when he 
was in Town, and not much oftner when 
he was in the Country, mace, that they are 


not 1o contracted, as it is very likely he | 


would haye writ them, if he had been more 


at leiſure to have brought kis thoughts in- | 


to a narrower Compals, and fewer words. 

But making {ome Allowance for the large- 
neſs of the Stile, that Volume that is Prin- 
ted, is generally acknowledged to be one 
of the perfetteſt pieces, both of Learning 
and Reaſoning, that has been writ on that 
Subjed: And he who read a great part of 
the other Volumes, told me, They were all 
of a piece with the firſt, 

When he had finiſhed this Work, he ſent 
it by an unknown hand to Biſhop Wilkezs, 
to deſire his Judgment of it ; but he that 
brought it, would give no other Account 
ot the Author, but that he was not 4a Clergy- 
man. The Biſhop, and his Worthy Friend 
Dr. Tillorſon, read a great deal of it with 
much pleaſure, but could not imagine "_ 
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could be the Author ; and how a Man that 
was Maſter of fo much Reaſon, and ſo great 
a variety of Knowledge, ſhould be ſo an- 
known to them, that they could not find 
him out, by thofe Charatters, which are 
{fo little common. Art lat Dr. Tillorfon 
Suefſed it ruſt be the Lord Chief Baron ; 
to which the other preſently agreed, won- 
dring he had been fo long in finding it our. 
So they went immediately to him, and the 
Biſhop thanking him for the Entertainment 
he had received from his Works, he bluſhed 
extreamly, not without tome ditpleature , 
apprehending that the Perſon he had truſted 
had difcovered him. But the Biſhop ſoon 
cleared that, and told him, He had diſ- 
covered himſelf for the Learning of that. 
Book was ſo various, that none but he could 
be the Author of it. And that Biſhop ha- 
ving a freedom in deltvering his Opinion 
of ' Things and Perſons, which perhaps few 
ever managed, both with fo much Plain- 
nels and Prudence, told him, There was 
nothing could be yetter ſaid on theſe Argu- 
ments, if he could bring it mto 4 leſs compaſs ; 
but if he had not leiſure for that, he thought 
it much better to have it come ont, though 4 
little too large, than that the World ſhould be 
deprived of the good which it muſt needs do. 
But our Fudge had _— the opportuni- 
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ties of reviſing it; ſo, a little before his 
Death, he ſent the firſt Part of it to the 
Prels. 

In the beginning of it, he gives an Efay 
of his Excellent way of Hethodizing things ; 
in which he was to great a Maſter, that 
whatever he undertook, he would pretently 
caſt into {o perte& a Scheme, that he could 
never afterwards Corrett it : He runs out 
Copiouſly upon the Argument of the m- 
poſſibility of an Eternal Succeſſion of Time, 
to ſhew that Time and Eternity are incon- 
ſiſtent one with another ; And that there- 
fore all Duration that was paſt, and defined 
by Trme, could not be from Erermty ; and 
he ſhews the difference between ſucceſſive 
Eternity already paſt, and one to come 
So that though the latrer is poſſible, the 
former 1s not fo; for all the parts of the 
former have a@ually been; and therefore 
being defined by Time, cannot be Eternal ;; 
whereas the other are till future to all 
Etermty ; \o that this reaſoning cannot be 
turned to prove the poſſibility of Eternal 
Sacceſſions, that have been, as well as Eter- 
nal Succeſſions that ſhall be. This he fol- 
lows with a Strength, I never met with in 
any that Managed it before him. 

He brings next all thoſe Moral Argu- 
ments, to prove, that the World had a be- 
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2:ming , agrecing to the. Account Moſes 
gives of it; as that no Hiſtory rites higher, 
than near the time of the Deluge ; and that 
the firſ# Foundation of Kingdoms, the [n- 
vention of Arts, the Beginnings of all Reli- 
gions, the Gradmal Plantation of the World, 
and [ncreaſe of Mankind, and the Conſent 
of Nations do agree with it. In mana- 
Sing thele, as he (hews profound Sz! both 
in Hiſtorical, and Philoſophical Learning ; 
ſo he gives a Noble Diſcovery of his great 
Candor and Probity, that he would not 
Impoſe on the Reader with a falte ſhew of 
Reaſoning by Arguments, that he knew 
had Flaws in them; and therefore upon 
every one of theſe, he adds fuch Allays, 
as in a great mealure leſſened and took off 
their force, with as much exactnels of Judg- 
ment, and ſtritnels of Centlure, as if he 
had been fet to Plead for the other (ite : 
And indeed ſums up the whole Evidence 
for Religion, as impartially as ever he did 
in a Tryal for Life or Death to the Fury ; 
which how Equally and Judicially he always 
did, the whole Nation well knows. 

After that, he Examines the Ancient Ops- 
nions of the Philoſophers, and inlarges with 
a great variety of curious Reflections in 
anſwering that only Argument, that has 
any appearance of Strength for the Caſual 
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ProduQtion of Man, from the Origination of 
Inſetts out of putrified Matter, as is com- 
monly ſuppoſed ; and he concluded the 
Book, ſhewing how Rational and Philoſophi- 
cal the Account which Moſes gives of it is. 
There is in it all a ſagaciy and quickneſs 
of Thought, mixed with great and curious 
Learning, that | confeſs | never met toge- 
ther in.any other Book on that Subje&. 
Among other Conjeftures , one he gives 
concerning the Deluge, is, That he did not 
think the Face of the Earth, and the Waters, 
were altogether the ſame before the Univerſal 
Deluge, and after : But poſſibly the Face of 
the Earth was more even than now it 1s : The 
Seas poſſibly more dilated and extended, and 
not ſo deep 4s now. And a little after, 
Poſſibly the Seas have undermined much of 
the appearirg Continent of Earth.. This I 
the rather take notice of, becauſe it hath 
been, ſince his Death, made out in a moſt 
Ingenious, and moſt Elegantly writ Book, 
by Mr. Burnet of Chriſt's Colledge m Cam- 
bridze, who has given ſuch an Eſſay to- 
wards the proving the poſſibility of an Vn:- 
werl/al Deluge, and from thence has Col- 
lected, with great Sagacity, what Paradiſe 
was before it, as has not been offered by 
any Philoſopher betore him. 


While 
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While the Fudge was thus imploying his 
time, the Lord Chief Juſtice Keyling dying, 
he was on the 18th of May, 1571, pro- 
moted to be Lord Chief Fuſtice of England. 
He had made the Pleas of rhe Crown one of 
his Chief Studies, and by much ſearch, 
and long obſervation, had Compoſed that 
grear Work concerning them , formerly 
mentioned ; he that holds the High Office 
of Fuſticiary in that Court, being the Chief 
Truſtee, and Aﬀertor of the Liberties of 
his Countrey. All People applauded this 
Choice, and thought their Liberties could 
not be better depoſited, than in the hands of 
one; that as he underſtood them well, fo 
he had all the Juſtice and Courage, that fo 
Sacred a Truſt required. One thing was 
much obſerved and commended in him, 
that when there was a great | /nequality in 
the Ability and Learning of the Councellors 
that were to Plead one againſt another 3 
he thought it became him, as the Fudge, 
ro ſupply that; fo he would enforce what 
the weaker Council managed but z:ndiffe- 
rently, and not ſuffer the more Learned to 
carry the Buſineſs by the advantage they had 
over the others, in their quickneſs and kit 
in Law, and readineſs in Pleading, till all 
things were cleared, in which the Merits 
and Strength of the il}-defended Cauſe lav. 

E 4 He 
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He was not fatisfied barely to give his in 
Judgment in Caules ; but did, elpecially An 
in all Intricate ones, glve ſuch an Account lic 
of the Reaſons that prevailed with him ye 
that the Council did not only acquieſce in he 
his Authority, but were fo convinced by | -vi 
his Reaſons, that I have heard many pro- pe 
fels that he brought them often to change di 
their Opinions ; to that his giving of Judg- by 
ment was really a learned Lecture upon that | V 
Point of Law : And which was yet more ; | C 
the Parties themlelves, though Intereſt g 
does too commonly corrupt the Judgment, C: 
were generally fatisfed with the Juſtice of C 
his Deciſions, even when they were mae t 


againſt them. His Impartial Juſtice, and V 
great Diligence, drew the Chief Practice V 
atter him, into whatloever Court he came. C 
Since, though the Courts of the Common- I 
Pleas, the Exchequer, and the Kings-Bench, t 
are appointed for the Tryal of Caulcs of 1 
different Natures, yet it is ecafie to bring 
moſt Cautes into any of them, as the Coun- | 
cil or Attorneys pleate fo as he had 
drawn the buſinels much after him, both 
into the Commor- Pleas, and the Exchequer, 
it now followed him into the Kings Bench; 
and many Canles that were Depending in 
the Exchequer, and not determined, were 
let fall there, and brought again before him 

in 
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in the Court, to which he was now removed. 
And here did he {pend the reſt of his pub- 
lick Life and Imployment. But about four 
years and a halt after this Advancement , 
he who had hitherto enjoyed a firm and 
,vigorous Health, to which his great Tem- 
perance, and the Equality of his Mind, 
did not a little conduce, was on a ſudden 
wrought very low by an Inflammation in his 
\ Midriff, which in two davs time broke the 
Conſtitution of his Health to ſuch a de- 
gree, that he never recovered it: He be- 
came fo Aſthmatical, that with great diſh- 
culty he could fetch his Breath, that de- 
termined in a Dropſie; .of which he after- 
wards dyed. He underſ{food Phyſick fo 
well, that conſidering his Age, he con- 
cluded his Diftemper muſt carry him off 
in alittle tire ;, and therefore he reſolved 
to have tome of the laſt Months of his Life 
reſerved to himſelf; that being freed of 
all Worldly Cares, he might be preparing 
for his Change. He was alſo ſo much dit- 
abled in his Body, that he could hardly, 
though {ſupported by his Servants, walk 
through Weſtminſter - Hall , or endure the 
Toil of Buſineſs : He had been a long time 
wearicd with the Diſtractions that his Im- 
ployment had broughr on him, and his 
Profeſſion was become ungrateful to him: 
He 
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He loved to apply himſelf wholly to better 
Purpoſes, as will appear by a Paper that 


he writ oa this Subjet , which I ſhall 


here lalert. 


Firſt, If I conſider the Buſineſs of my 
Profeſſion, whether as an Advocate, or as 
« Fudge ;, it us true, I do acknowledge by the 
Inftitution of Almighty God, and the Diſpen- 
fation of his Providence, 1 am bound to In 
duſtry and Fidelity in it : And as it ts an Aft 
af Obedience wnto bis Will , it carries with 
3t fome things of Religious Duty, and 1 may 
and do take Comfort in it, and expett a Re> 


ward of my Obedience to him, and the good 


that I doto Mankind therein, from the Bounty 
and Beneficence, and Promiſe of Almighty 
God; and it us true alſo, that without ſuch 
Imployments, Civil Societies cannot be ſup- 
ported, and great good redounds to Mankind 
from them, and in theſe reſpects, the Con- 
feience of my own Induſtry, Fidelity, and In- 
tegrity an them, 1s a great comfort and ſatis- 
fattion to me. But yet this I muſt ſay con- 
cerning theſe Imployments , conſidered ſimply 
mn themſelves, that they are very full of Cares, 
Anxieties, and Perturbations, 

Secondly, That though they are benefi- 
ctal ts others , yet they are of the leaſt bene- 
þ# to him that is imployed in them. 
| Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That they do neceſſarily ws 
polve the pariy, whoſe Office it 1, in great 
Dangers, Difficulties, and Calummes, 
Fourthly, Tha: they only ſerve for the 
HMeridian of this Life , which 1s ſhort and 
WNCer tain 
Fifthly , That though it be my Duty, 
faithfully to ſerve in them, while I am called 


' to them , and till I am duly called from them, 


yet they are great conſumers of that little times 
we have here; which, as it ſeems to me, might 
be better ſpent in a pious comemplative Life, 
and 4 due proviſion for Etermty. I do not 
know a better Temporal Imployment than 
Martha had, in teſtifying her Love and Duty 
to our Saviour, by making proviſion for bin ; 
yet auy Lord tells her, That though ſbe was 
troubled about many things , there was only 
one thing neceſſary, and Mary had choſen 


the better part. 


By this the Reader will ſee, that he con- 
tinued in his Station upon no other Conſi- 
deration , but that being fer in it by the 
Providence of God, he judged he could 
not abandon that Poſt which was aſligned 
him, without preferring his own private 
Inclination to the choice God had made for 
him ; but now that ſame Providence ha- 
ving by this great Diſtemper —_—_ 

im 
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him from the Obligation of holding 
a Place, which he was no longer able 
to diſcharge, he reſolved to reſign it. This 
was no ſooner {urmited abroad, than it drew 
upon. him the Importunities of all his 
Friends, and the clamour of the whole 
Town to divert him from it, but all was 
to no purpole; there was but one Argu- 
ment that could move him, which was , 
That be was obliged to continue im the Imr 
ployment God had put him in for the good 
of the Publick_: But to this he had ſuch an 


Anſwer, that even thoſe who were moſt 


concerned in his withdrawing, could not 
but ſee, that the Reaſons inducing him to 
it, were but too ſtrong ; ſo he made Ap- 
plications to his Aajeſty for his Writ of Eafe, 
which the Xing was very unwilling to grant 
him, and offered to let him hold his Place 
ſtill, he 'Coing what Bufinefs he could in 
his Chamber ; bur he ſaid, He could not 
with a good Conſcience continue in it, fince 
he was no longer able to dilcharge the Daty 

belonging to it. | 
But yet ſuch was the general ſatisfaRtion 
which all the Kingdom received by his Ex- 
cellent Adminiſtration of Juſtice, that the 
King, though he could not well deny his 
Requeſt, yet he deferred the Granting of 
it as long as was poſſible : Nor could the 
Lord 
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Lord Chancellor be prevailed with to move 
the King to haſten his Diſcharge, though 
the Chief Fuſtice often prefſed him to it. 

At laſt having wearied himſelf, and all 
his Friends, with his importunate defires ; 
and growing ſenſibly weaker in Body, he 
did upon the 21th day of February, 28 Car. 
2. Anno Dom. 167: , g0 before a Maſter 
of the Chancery, with a litile Parchment- 
Deed, drawn by Himſelf, and written all 
with his own hand, and there Sealed and 
Delivered it, and acknowledged ir ro be 
Enrolled ; and afterwards he brought the 
Original Deed to the Lord Chancelor, and 
did formally furrender his Office in theſe 
words : 


Ommous Chi iſti fidelibus ad quos preſens 
Scroptura pervenerit, Matheus Hale, Males 
Capialis Fuſticiarius Domins Reg1s ad placita 
coram ipſo Rege tenenda aſſignatas Salutem in 
Domino Sempiternam, Noverits me prefa- 
tym Matheum Hale, Militem jam ſenem 
faftum & Variis Corporis mes Senilis morbis 
C& infirmitatibus dire Laborantem © adbuc 
Detentum. Hic Charta mea Reſignare & 
ſurſum reddere Sereniſſmo Domino Noſtro 
Carolo Secundo Dei Gratia Angliz, Scotiz, 
Franciz © Hiberniz, Regs, Fides Defen- 
fort, &c. Prediitum Officium Capitalis Fuſts- 

Carts 
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Ciaris ad placita coram ipſo Rege tenenda 
humillime petens quod hoe Scriptum irrotale- 


tur de Records. In cujus res Teflimonium | 
huic charts mee Reſignations Sigillum meun 


appofai. Dat viceſſimo prime die Februarii 
Arno Regus Dith, Dom. Regs nune Viceſimo 
Octave. 


He made this Inſtrument, as he told the 
Lord Chancellor, for two Ends ; the one 
was to ſhew the World his own free Con- 
currence to his Removal : Another was to 
obviate an Objection heretofore made, That 
a Chief Fuſtice, being placed by Writ, was not 
removable at pleaſure , as Fudges by Patent 
were ; which opinion, as he faid, was once 
held by his Predecefſor the Lord Chief 
Fuſtice Keyling ,, and though he himſelf 
were always of another opinion, yet he 
thought it reaſonable to prevent fuch a 
ſcruple. 


He had the day before ſurrendered to | 


the King in Perſon, who parted from. him 
with great Grace, wiſhing him moſt hear- 
tily the Retwwnof by Health; and affuring 
him, That be would ftill look upon hun 4s one 
of bu Fudgesy and have recourſe to his Ad- 
vice when lus Health would permit ;, and in 
the mean time would continue his Penſion dv 
ring his Life. 


The 
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The Good man thought this Baunty toa 


L : 
iy great, and an il] Precedent for the King 
um | and therefore writ a Letter to the Lor 
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Treaſurer, earneſtly deſiring, that his Pen- 
ſion might be only daring Pleaſure; but the 
King would grant it for Life, and make it 
payable Quarterly. 

And yet, for a whole Month together, 
he would not ſuffer his Servant to Sue out 
his Patent for his Penſion ; and when the 
firſt Payment was reccived, he ordered a 
great part of it to Charitable Ules; and 
{aid, He intended moſt of it ſhould be ſo 
Employed as long as it was paid him. 

At laſt he happened to Dye upan the 
Quarter-day, which was Chriftmas-day ; 
and though this might have given ſome 
occaſion to a Niſpute, whether the Penſion 
for that Quarter were recoverable ; yet the 
King was pleaſed to decide that Matter 
againſt himſelf, and ordered -the Penſion 
to be paid to his Executors. 

As foon as he was diſcharged from his 
great Place, he returned home with as quich: 
chearfulneſs, as his want of Health could 
admit of, being now eaſed of a Burthen he 
had been of late groaning under, and fo 
made more capable of Enjoying that which 
he had much wiſhed for, according ta his 
Elegant Tranſlation of , or rather Para- 

phraſe 
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phraſe upon, thoſe Excellent Lines in 


Seneca's Thycftes, Att, 2. 


Stet quicunqne vwolet potens, 
Aule culmine lubrico : 
Me dulcis Satueret quies. 
Obſcuro poſitus loco, 

Len perfruar otio : 
Nullis nota ®Ouiritibu , 
eEtas per tacitum fluar. 
Sie cum Tranſterint met, 
Nullo cum Strepitu dies, 
Plebeius moriar Senex. 
Itts mors oravs incubat , 
ni notus nimis omnibus, 
Ionotus moritur ſibi. 


Let him that will aſcend the 7otrering Sear. 
Of Courtly Grandeur, and become as great 
As are his Mounting Wiſhes: As for me; 
Let ſweet repoſe and reſt my Portion be. 
Give me ſome mear obſcrre Receſs ;, a Sphere 
Out of the Road of Buſineſs, or the fear 
Ot falling lower ;, where I {weetly may 
My ſelf and dear retirement ſtill enjoy : 
Let not my Life or Name be known unto 


The Grandees of the Time, toſt too and fro - 


By Cexſures or Applanſe \, but let my Ave 


*; Slide gently by, not overthart the Stage . 
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Of publick, Aition, unheard, uniecen, 
Andrunconcern'd, as if I ne*re had been. 
And thus, while I ſhall paſs my filent days 
In ſhady privacy, free trom the No!ſe 
And BuſHes of the mad World, then ſhall f 
A good Old Innocent Plebeian dye. 
Death 1s a meer Surpriſe, a very Snare 
To him, that makes 1c his Life's greateſt care 
To be a publick, Pageant, known 20 all, 
But «nacquainted with himſelf coth fall, 


Having now attained to that Privacy, 
which he had no lets feriouſly, than piouſly 
withed for, he called all his Servants that 
had belonged to his Office together, and 
told them, He had now laid down his Place, 
and ſo their Imployments were determined ; 
upon that he advile4 them to lee for them- 
lelves, and gave to ſome of them very con- 
fiderable Pretents, and to every one of them 
a Token, and fo diſmiſſed all thoſe that 
were not his Domeſticks: He was dif- 
charged the 15th of February, 167+, and 
lived till the Chriſtmas following ; but all 
the while was in fo ill a State of Health, 
that there was no hopes of his Recovery : 
He continued till to retire often, both for 
his Devotions and Studies; and as long as 
he could go, went conſtantly to his Clolet z 
and when his Infirmities encrealed on _ 
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fo that he was not able to go thither him-! 
felf, he made his Servants carry him thi- 
ther in a Chair. Ar laſt, as the Winter 
came on, he faw, with great Joy, his De- 
liverance approaching z for beſides his be- 
ing weary of the World, and his longings 
for the bleſſednefs of another State , his 
Pains encreaſed fo on him, that no Pati- 
ence inferieur to his could have born them 


without a great uneaſineſs of mind; yet he 


expreſſed to the laſt fuch ſubmiſſion to the 
Will of God, and fo equal a Temper un- 
der them, that it was viſible then what 
mighty Effects his Philofophy and Chriſtia- 
= had on him, in ſupporting him under 
fuch a heavy foad. 

He could not lie down in Bed above a 
year before his Death, by reaſon of the 
Aſthma ; but fat, rather than lay in it. 

He was attended on in his Sicknefs, by 

a Pious and Worthy Divine, Mr. Evan 
Griffuh, Miniſter of the Pariſh; and it was 
obſerved, that in all the Extremities of his 
Pain, when ever he prayed by him, he 
forbore all Complaints or Groans, but with 
his Hands and Eyes lifted up, was fixed in 
his Devotions : Not long before his Deith, 
the Miniſter told. him, There was to be a 
Sacrament next Sunday at Church, but he 
believed be could not come and partake may 
the 
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the reſt ; therefore he would give it to him int 
his own Houſe : But he antwered, Ns; his 
Heavenly Father had prepared a Feaſt for 
bim, and he wou'd po to bus Fathers Houſe 
to partake of it : So he made himſelf be 
carried thither in his Chair, where he re- 
ceived the Sacrament on his Knees, with 
great D:votion; which it may be ſuppoſed 
was the greater, becauſe he apprehended 
it was to be his laſt, and 1o took it as his 
Viatitam, and Proviſion for his Journey. 
He had fome ſecret unaccountable' Pre- 
ſages of his Death; for he ſaid, That if 
he did not Dye on ſuch a day, ( which fell 
to be the 25th of November ) he believed 
he ſhould Live a Month longer ;, and he dyed 
that very day Month. He continued to 
enjoy the free nfe of his Reaſon and Sence 
to the laſt Moment, which he had often 
an1] earneftly prayed for, during his Sick- 
neſs: And when his Voice was ſo funk; 
that he could not be heard, they perceived 
by the almoſt conſtant lifting up of his 
Eyes and Hands, that he was till Aſpiring 
towards that Bleſſed State, of which he was 
now ſpeedily to be poſſeſſed. 

He had for many years a particular De- 
votion for Chriſimas-day ;, and afrer he had 
received the Sacrament, and been in the 
performance of _ publick Worſhip of 

2 that 
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that Cay, he commonly wrote a Copy of W; 
Verles on the Honour of his Saviour, as a So 
fit Expreſſion of the Joy he felt in his Soul, In 
at the return of that Glorious Anniver- Th 
lary. There are Seventcen of thole Co- Bu 
pics Printed, which he writ on Seventeen Th 
lever] Chriſtmas - days, by which the Ti 
World has a taſte of his Poetical Genius ; Its 
in which, it he had thought it worth his A 
time to have Excelled, he might have been Sh 
Eminent as well as in other things ; but A 
he writ them rather to entertain himſelf, D 
than to merit the Lawrel. A 
T 
| ſhall, here add one which has not been F, 
yet Printed, and it is not unlikely it was T 


the laſt he Writ; it is a Paraphraſe on S, 
Simeon's Song. I take it from his blotted 
Copy, not at all finiſhed; fo the Reader is 
to make Allowance for any Imperfection he 
may find in it, 


Bleſſed Creator, who before the Birth 
Of Time, or ere the Pillars of the Earth 

Were fixt,or for d,did'ſt lay that great Deſign 

f Man's Redemption, and did F; define 

In thine Eternal Councels all the Scene 

Of that ftupendious Buſineſs, and when 

{r ſhould appear ,, and though the very day 
Of us Epipbany , concealed lay 
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Within thy mind, yet thou wert pleas'd to ſhow 
Some glimpſes of it, unto Men below, 

In Viſions, Types, and Propheſier, as we 
Things at a diſtance in Perſpective ſee : 

But thou wert pleas d to let thy Servant know 
That that Bleſt hour,that ſeem d to move ſo ſlow 
Toronch former Azes, (nould at laſt attarh 
Its time, ere my few Sands, that yet remain 
Are ſpent ;, and that theſe Aged Eyes 
Sbould ſee the day,when Jacob's Star ſhould riſe. 
An1 now thou haſt fulfil d it, bleſſed Lord, 
Diſmiſs me now, according to thy word ; 
And let my Azocd Body now return 

To Reſt, and Duſt, and drop into an Urn ; 
For I have liv 'd enough, mine Eyes have ſeen 
Thy much-deſired Salvation, that hath been 
So long, ſo dearly wiſh'd, the Foy, the Hope 
Of all the Ancient Patritrchr, the Scope 

Of all the Propheſies, and Myſteries, 

Of all the Types unvail'd, the Hiſtories 

Of Jewi'h Church unridPd, and the brizhs 
And Orient Sun ariſen to give light 

To Gentiles, and the joy of lirael, 

The World's Redeemer, bieſk Emanuel. 

Let this ſight cloſe mine Eyes ;, 'tts loſs to ſee, 
Afier this Viſion, any ſtzht but Thee. 


F 3 Thy 
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Thus he uſcd to Sing on the former Chr:/t- 
mas-days , but now he was to be admitted 
to bear his part in the new Songs above ; 
jo that day which he had ſpent jn ſo much 
Spiritual Joy, proved to be indeed the day 
ot his Jubilee and Deliverance for between 
two and three in the Afternoon, he breathcd 
out his Rightcous and Pious Soul. His End 
was Peace ; he had no ſtruglings, nor ſecm'd 
to be in any pangs in his laſt Moments. He 
was Buried on the 4th of Fanuary, Mr. Grif- 
fircb Preaching the Funcral - Sermon; his 
Text was the 57 of 1/aiah, 1 Verie, The 
Righteous periſheth, and ro Man layeth it 
to heart ; and Merciful Men are takgn away, 
none c«nſidering, that the Righteous 15 taken 
away from the Evil to come. Which how 
fitly it was applicable upon this occaſion ; 
all that conſider the courſe of his Life, will 
calily conclude. He was Interred in the 
Church-yard of Alderly , among his An- 
ceſtors; he did npt much approye of Bu- 
rying in Churches, and uſed to lay, The 
Churches were for the Living, and the Church. 
yards for the Dead, His Monument was like 
himſelf, decent and plain, the Tomb-ſtone 
was black Marble, and the ſides were black 
and white Marble; upon which he himnleltf 
had ordered this bare and humble Inſcrip- 
tion to be made; ? 
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HIC INHUMATUR CORPUS 
MATTHEI HALE, MILITIS; 
ROBERT! HALE, ET FOANNeA, 
UXORIS EJUS, FILIL UNICT. 
NATI IN HAC PAROCHIA DE 
ALDERLY, PRIMO DIE NOVEM- 
BRIS, ANNO DOM. 1609. 
DENATI VERO IBIDEM VICESIMQ 
QUINTO DIE DECEMBRIS, 
ANNO DOM. 1676. 
FraTtis Suz, LXVILI. 


Having thus given an Account of the 
moſt remarkable things of his Life, I am 
now to preſent the Reader with fuch a 
CharaQter of Him, as the laying his feve- 
ral Virtues together will amount to; In 
which I know how difficult a Task I under- 
take; for to write defeAively of Him, were 
to injure Him, and lefſen the Memory of 
one to whom | intend to do all the Right 
that is in my Power. On the other hand, 
there is ſo much here to be commended, 
and propoſed for the Imitation of others, 
that Lam afraid fome may imagine, I am 
rather making a PiQture of Him, from an 

F 4 ad 
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abſtrated Idea of great Virtues and Per- 
feRions, than ſetting him out, as he truly 
was: But there is great Encouragement 
in this, that I write concerning a Man to 
freſh in all Peoples Remembrance, that 1s 
{o lately Dead, and was fo much ani fo 
well known, that I ſhall have many Vouch. 
crs, who will be ready to juſtifie me in all 
that I am to relate, and to add a great deal 
to what I can ſay. 

It has appeared in the Account of his 
various Learning, how great his Capacities 
were, and how much they were improved 
by conſtant Stuily : He role always carly 
in the Morning ; he loved to walk much 
abroad; not only for his Health, but he 
thought it opened his Mind, and enlarged 
his Thoughts to have the Creation of God 
before his Eyes. When he ſet himſelf to 
any Study, he uſed to caſt his deſign in a 
Scheme, which he did with a great exaCt- 
neſs of Method ; he took nothing on Truſt, 
but puriued his Enquiries as far as they 
could go; and as he was humble enough to 
confeſs his Ignorance, and ſubmit to My- 
ſteries which he could not comprehend ; 
ſo he was not eaſily impoſed on, by any 
fhews of Reaſon, or the Bugbears of yulgar 
Opinions : He brought all his Knowledge 
as much to <cientifical Principles, - as he 
poſſibly 
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poſſibly covld , which made him negle& 
the Study of | ongues, for the bent ot his 
Mind lay another way, Diſcourſing once 
of this to lome, they ſaid, They looked on 
the Comm:n Law, as a Study that could not 
be brourht imo a Scheme, nor formed into & 
Rational Science, by reaſon of the Indigeſted- 
neſs of it, and the Multpiteity of the Caſes m 
it, nhich rendered ut very hard tobe uracr- 
ſtood, or reduced into a Method;, But he 
laid, He was not of their mind; and to 
quickly after, he drew with his own hand, 
a Scheme of the whole Order and Parts of 
it, ina large ſheet of Paper, to the great 
{atisfaftion of thoſe to whom he ſent it. 
Upon this hint, ſome preſſed him to Com. 
pile a Body of the Engliſh Law ; it could 
hardly ever-be done by a Man who knew 
it better, aad would with more Judgment 
and Induſtry have put it into Method ;, But 
he ſaid, As it was a Great ard Noble Deſuom, 


which would be of vaſt Advantage ts the Na- 


tion ;, ſo it was too much for a private Man 
to undertahe : It was not to be entred upen, 
but by the Command of a Prince, and wiihthe 
Communicated Endeavours of ſome of the moſt 

Eminent of the P; ofeſſion. 
| He had preat vivacity in his Fency, as 
may appear by his lnclination to Poetry, 
ud the lively Illuſtrations, and many _ 
cr 
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der frrains in his Contemplations; but he | ®* 
lookt on Floquence and Wit, as things to | ®' 
be uſed very chaſtly, in ſerious Matters, 


which ſhould come under a ſeverer Inquiry: hi 
Therefyre he was both, when at the Bar, A 
and on the Bench, a great Enemy to all Elo- " 
quence or Rhetorick in Pleading : He ſaid, ni 


If the Fudge, or Fury, had a right under- P 
ſtanding, it ſignified nothing, but a waſte of 
Time, and loſs of words, and if they were 
weak, aud eaſily wrought on, it was a more 
decent way of corrupting them, by bribing 
their Fancies, and biaſſmg their Aﬀettions ;, 
and wondered much at that Aﬀettation of 
the French Lawyers, in imitating the Roman 
Oraters in their Pleadings: For the Ora- 
tory of the Romans, was occaſioned by their 
Popular Government, and the Fations of 
the City; ſo that thoſe who intended to ex- 
cell in the Pleading of Cauſes, were trained 
up in the Schools of the Rhetors, till they 
became ready and expert in that luſcious 
way of Diſcourſe. It is true, the Com- 
poſures of fuch a Man as Tilly was, who 
mixed an extraordinary Quickneſs, an exatt 
Judgment, and a juſt Decorum with his skill 
in Rhetorick, doſtill entertain the Readers 
of them with great pleaſure: But at the 
q {ame time, .it muſt be acknowledged, that 
; there is not that chaſtity of Stile, that cloſe- 


nels 
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neſs of Reaſoning, nor that juſtneſs of Fi- 
gures in his Orations, that is in his other 
Writings; ſo that a great deal was faid by 
him, rather becauſe he knew it would be 
acceptable to his Auditors, than that it was 
approved of by himſelf; and all who read 
them, will acknowledge, they are better 
pleaſed with them as Eſſays of Wit and Srule, 
than as Pleadings, by which luch a Fudge 
as vurs was, would not be much wrought 
cn. And if there are ſuch Grounds tg 
cenſure the performances of the greateſt 
Maſter in Eloquence, we may eaſily infer 


What nauſeous Diſcourſes the other Ora. 


tors made ;, fince in Oratory, as well as in 
Poetry, none can do Indifferently. So our 
Fudge wondred to find the French, that live 
under a Monarchy, ſo fond of imitating 
that which was an ill Effea of the Popular 
Government of Rome : He therefore pleated 
himſelf always in few words, and home to 
the Point: And when he was a 7zage, he 
held thoſe that Pleaded before him, to the 
main Hinge of the Buſineſs, and cut them 
ſhort when they made Excurſions about Cir- 
cunſtances of no moment, by which he 
ſaved much time, and made the chict Difh- 
cultics be well Stated and Clearcd. 

There was another Cu/tcm among: the 


Romans, which he as wuch acmired, _ 
- 
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deſpiſed their Rhetorich , which was, that Ple: 
the Furis-Conſults were the Men of the high- Thi 
eſt Quality, who were bred to be capable abo 
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| of the chief Imployment in the State, and | *ÞE 
| became the great Maſters of their Law. | W© 
| Thele gave their Opinions of all Cafes that be 
| were put to them freely, judging it below On 
| them to take any preſent for it; and indeed nm 
| they were only the true Lawyers among cq 
| them, whoſe Relolutions were of that Au- n 
| thority, that they made one Claſſis of thole 7 


| Materials, out of which Trebonian com- 
| piled the Digeſts under Fuſtinian ;, for the lo 


1 Orators, or Cauſidici, that Pleaded Cautes, CC 
| knew little of the Law, and only imployed hi 
| their Mercenary Tongues, to work on the Q 
| Aﬀections of the People and Senate, or the u 

Pretors : Even in moſt of Tully's Oratior's t 


there is little of Law ; and that little which 0 
they might f{prinkle in their Declamations, C 
they had not from their own Knowledge, t 
but the Relolition of fome Furs - Conſul. þ 
According to that famous Story of Serv:us { 
Smlpitizs, who was a Celebrated Orator, 
and beins to receive the Relolnution of one | 
of thole that were Learned in the Law, 
was {o 13norant, that he could not under- 
ſtand it ; Upon which the Furis-Conſult re- 
proached him, and ſaid, Jt was a ſhame for 
him that was a Nobieman, a Senator, and 4 

Pleader 
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Pleader of Cauſes, to be thus Tonorant of Law. 
This touched him ſo ſenſibly, that he fet 
about the Study of it, and became one of 
the moſt Eminent 7uris-Conſults that ever 
were at Rome. Our 7udge thought it might 
become. the Greatneſs of a Prince, to en- 
courage fuch a fort of Men, and of Studies ; 
in which, none in the Ape he lived in was 
cqual to the great Selden, who was truly 
in our Ezgliſh Law, what the old Reman 
Furts-Conſults were 1n theirs. 

But where a decent Eloquence was #l- 
lowable, Fudge Hale knew how to have ex- 
celled as much as any, either in Illuftrating 
his Realonings, by proper and well purſued 
Similies, or by ſuch tender Expreſſions, as 
might work moſt on the Aﬀe&tions ; ſo that 
the preſent ' Lord Chanceflor has often ſaid 
of him, fince his Death, That he was the 
Greateſt Orator he had known ; for though 
his words came not fluently from him, yet 
when they were out, they were the moſt 
ſignificant, and expreſſive, that the Matter 
could bear, Of this ſort there are many in 
his Contemplations made to quicken his own 
Devotion, which have a Lite in them be- 
coming him that ufed them, and a ſoft- 
nets fit to melt even the harſheſt Tempers, 
accommodated to the Gravity of the Sub- 
jet, and apt to excite warm thoughts - 
[3 
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the Readers ; that as they ſhew his Excel- 
lent Temper that brought them out, and 
applied them to himſelt; ſo they are of 
great ule to all, who would both inform 
and quicken their Minds, Of his Illuſtra- 
tions of things by proper Similies, | ſhall 
give a large Inſtance out of his Book of the 
Origination of Mankind, deſigned to expole 
the ſeveral different Hypotheſes the Philo- 
ſophers fell on, concerning the Erernity and 
Original of the Univerſe, and to prefer the 
Account given by Moſes, to all their Con- 
jedures ;, in which, if my Taſte does not 
milſguide me, the Reader will find a rare 
and yery agreeable mixture, both of fine 
Wit, and folid Learning and Judgment. 


© That which may Illuſtrate my meaning, 

© in this Preference of the revealed Light of 
* the Holy Scriptures, touching this Matter, 
© above the Eſſays of a Philoſophical Imagi. 
© zation, may be this. Suppoſe that Greece 
© being unacquainted with the Curiofity of 
* Mechattical -Engines, though known in 
© ſome remote Region of the World ; and 
© that an Excellent Artiſt had fecretly 
© brought and depoſited in fome Field, or 
© Foreſt, ſome excellent Watch, or Clock, 
© which had been ſo formed, that the Ori. 
© inal of its Motion were hidden, and In- 
© yohied 


# w”_ » ' it 
" 
Mt — COA EEO OO OO _ 


Sir Matthew Hale. 79 


© volved in ſome cloſe contrived picce of 
© Mechaniſm; that this Watch was fo 
* framed, that the Motion thereof might 
© have laſted a year, or ſome fuch time, as 
©* might give a reafonable period for their 
* Philoſophical defcanting concerning it 
© and that in the plain Table there had been 
© not only the Diſcription and Indication of 
© Hours, but the Configurations and Indi- 
© cations of the various Phaſes of the Moon, 
* the motion and place of the Sun in the 
© Ecliptick, and divers other curious Indi- 
© cations of Celeſtial Motions; and that the 
© Scholars of the ſeveral Schools, of Epica- 
© rus, of Ariftotle, of Plato, and the reit 
* of thoſe Philoſophical Seats, had caſually 
© in their Walk, found this Admirable 
© Automaton; what kind of Work would 
© there have been made by every Se, in 
© giving an account of this Phenomenon ? 
* We ſhould have had the Epicurean Set, 
© have told the By-ſtanders, according to 
© their preconceived Hypotheſis, That this 
© was nothing elſe but an accidental Concre- 
* tion of Atoms, that happily fallen tog ether, 
*had made np the Index , the Wheels, and 
© the Ballance ; and that being happily fallen 
© anto this poſture, they were put into. Motion. 
* Then the Carteſian falls in with him, as 
to the main of their Suppoſition _ 
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© tells him, That he doth not ſufficiently ex- | * a 
© plicate how the Engine 1s put into Motion; || © fl 
* nd therefore to furniſh this Motion, there Þ © t 
© 5 4 certarn Materia Subtilis that pervades | * tl 
* this Engine, and the Movable parts, con- || ©y 
© liſting of certain Globular Atoms, apt for | * f 
* Motion), they are thereby, ard by the Mo- |} *c 
© bility of the Globular Atoms put imo Motion, Þ} © v 
© A Third finding fault with the two for- Þ © 
©* mer, becaule thoſe Motions are ſo regular, || © 

© and do cxpreſs the various Phenomena of } © t 
© the diſtribution of Time, and the Heavenly EY 
© Motioss;, theretore it ſeems to him, that || ©] 
© thns Enqa1e and Motion alſo, ſoa Analogical | ©! 


© to the Motions of the Heavens, was wrouz2he ws 
© by ſome admirable Conjunttion of the Hea- © 
© venly Bedier, which formed this Inſtrument || ©, 
© 221 1ts Motions, in ſuch an admirable Corre= || * 
© ſpondency to its own Exiſtence. A Fourth, of 
© diſlixing the Suppoliticons of the three || ©; 
© former, tells the reſt, That he hath a more 6 


© plain and evident Solution of the Phenomenon, 

© aamely, The Univerſal Soul of the World, » 
© or Spirit of Natizre, that formed ſo many , 
© ſorts of Inſets with ſo many Organs, Facul- : 
* ties, and ſuch congruity of their whole com- < 
© prſotion, and ſuch curious and various Mo- | *© 
© 140415, 45 we may obſerve in them, hath formed c 
© and ſet wto Fotion this admirable e A uto- C 
© matic, and regulated ard ordered it, with d 
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* all theſe Congruities we ſee in 1. Then 
© ſteps in an Ariſtotelian; and being diſſa. 
s tivfed with all the former Solutions, tells 
*them, Gentlemen, you are all miſtaken x 
© your Solutions are mexplicable and unſatts- 
* factory , you have taken up certain pre- 
© carious Hypotheſes, and bemg prepoſſeſſed 
* with theſe Creatures of your own fancies , 
© and in love with them, right or wrong, you 
© form all your Conceptions of things according 
* to thoſe fancied and preconcerved Imagina- 
* nations. The ſhort of the buſmeſs s, this 
© Machina # eternal, and ſo are all the Ma- 
© tions of it ; and in 4s much as a Circular 
© Motion hath no beginning or end, this Ma- 
* tz0n that you ſee both in the Wheels and In- 
© dex, and the ſucceſſive Indications of the 
* Celeſtial Adotions, ts Eternal, and without 
* beginning. And thu 1s a ready and ex- 
© pedite way of ſolving the Phenomena, with- 
* out ſo much ado as you have made about it. 
* And whilft all the Maſters were thus 
* contriving the Solution of the Phenome- 
©zon ,, in the hearing of the Artiſt that 
© made it ; and when they had all ſpent 
* their Philoſophizing upon it, the Artiſt 
* that made this Engine, and all this while 
© liftned to their admirable Fancies, tells 
© them, Gentlemen, you have diſcovered very 
* much Excellency of Invention, touching this 
| G * piece 
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© piece of Work that is before you 5, but you 
© are all miſerably miſtaken \, for it was [ that 
* made this Waich, and brought it hither, 
© and I will ſhew you how I made it. Firſt, | 
© wrought the Spring, and the Fuſee, and the 
© Wheels, andthe Ballance, and the Caſe and 
* Table; I fitted them one to another, and 
© placed theſe ſeveral Axes that are to dirett 
© the Motions, of the Index to diſcover the hour 
© of the Day, of the Figure that diſcovers the 
© Phaſes of the Aon, and the other variow 
* Motions that you ſee 5, and then ] put it to- 
© gether, and wonnd up the Spring, which hath 
© oxven all theſe Motions, that you ſee in thu 
* Curious piece of Work; and that yon may be 
© ſure, I tell you true, I will tell you the whole 
© Order and Progreſs of my making, diſpoſing 
* and ordering of this piece of Work. the ſeve- 
© ral Materials of it;, the manner of the for- 
© ming of every Individual part of it, and how 
© long I was about it. This plain and evi. 
* cent diſcovery renders all theſe excogi- 
©tated Hypotheſes of thoſe Philoſophical 
© Enthuſiaſts vain and ridiculous, without 
© any great help of Rhetorical tlouriſhes, 
© or Logical Confutations. And much of 
* the ſame nature is that diſparity of the 
* Hypotheſes of the Learned Philoſophers, 
* in relation to the Origination of the 
* World and Man, aſter a great _ 1 
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© duſt raiſed, and fanciful Explications, and 
* unintelligible Hypotheſes. The plain, but 
© Divine Narrative by the hand of Moſer, 
* full of Sence, and Congruity, and Clear- 
©nefs, and Reaſonablenels in it ſelf, does 
© at the ſame moment give us a true and 
* clear diſcovery of this great Myſtery, and 
© renders all the Eſſays of the generality of 
* the Heathen Philoſophers to be vain, in- 
© evident, and indeed inexplicable Theo- 
© rics, the Creatures of Phantaſie and Ima- 
* gination, and nothing elle. 


As for his Virtues, they have appeared 
fo conſpicuous in all the ſeveral Tranfaai- 
ons, and Turns of his Life, that it may ſeem 
needleſs to add any more of them, than 
has been already related ; but thefe are 
many particular Inſtances which I knew not 
how to fit to the ſeveral years of his Life, 
which will give usa clearer and better view 
of him. 

He was a devout Chriſtian, a ſincere Pro- 
teſtant, and a true Son of the Church of 
England; moderate towards Difſenters, and 
«aſt even to thoſe from whom he differed 
moſt ; which appeared ſignally in the care 
he took, in a Cale of the Quakers, whete- 
in he was very cautious in declaring their 
earriages void , and t& baſtarding their 
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Children; but he conſidered Marriage and 
Succeſſion as a Right of Nature, from which 
none ought to be barred, what miſtake 
ſoever they might be under, in the points 
of revealed Religion. 

And therefore in a Tryal that was be- 
fore him, when a Quaker was Sued for ſome 
Debts owing by his Wife before he Mar- 
ried her; and the 2wuakers Council pre- 
tended, That it was no Marriage that had 
paſt between them, ſince it was not Solemniſed 
according to the Rules of the Church of Eng- 
land; he Ceclared, that he was not willing 
on his own opinion to make their Children 
Baſtards, and gave direions to the Fury 
to find it ſpecial, which they did. It was a 
refleftion on the whole Party, that one of 
them, to avoid an Inconvenience he had 
fal”n in, thought to have preſerved him- 
ſelf by a Defence, that if this Fudge had 
abſolutely dg@ermin'd, muſt have made 
their whole iſſue Baſtards, and incapable 
of Succeſſion ;, and for all their pretended 
friendſhip to one another, if this Fudge had 
not been more their tricnd, than one of thoſe 
they ſo called, their Pofterity had been 
little beholting to them. But he governed 
himſelf indeed by the Law of the Goſpel, 
of doing to others, what he would have others 
de to him ; and therefore becauſe he —_— 
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have thought it a hardſhip not without a 
Cruelty, if amongſt Pap:/ts all Marriages 
were nulled which had not been made with 
all the Ceremonies in the Roman Ritual; 
ſo he applying this to the caſe of the Setta- 
ries, he thought all Marriages made ac- 
cording to the (everal perſwaſtons of Men, 
ought to have their EffeRts in Law. 

He uſed conſtantly to Worſhip God in 
his Family, performing it always himſelf, 
if there was no Clergy-man preſent : But 
as to his private Exerciſes in Devotion, he 
took that extraordinary care to keep what 
he did ſecret, that this part of his Chara- 
Aer muſt be defeftive, except it be ac- 
knowledged that his Humility in covering 
it, commends him much more than the 
71mg expreſſions of Nevotion could have 

one. 

From the firſt time that the Impreſſions 
of Religion ſetled deeply in his Mind, he 
uſed great caution to conceal itz not only 
in Obedience to the Rules given by our 
Saviour , of Faſting, Praying, and giving 
Alms in ſecret ;, but from a particular di- 
ſtruſt he had of himſelf, for he ſaid he was 
afraid he ſhould at ſome time or other, do 
ſome enormous thing ; which if he were 
lookt on as a very Religious Man, might 
caſt a reproach on the Profeſſion of it, and 
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Live great advantages to Impious Men, to 
blaſpheme the Name of God : But a Tree 
# known by its Fruits; and he lived not 
only free of Blemiſhes, or Scandal , but 
ſhined in all the Parts of his Converſation : 
And perhaps the 4di/truſ# he was in of him- 
ſelf, contributed not a little to the Purity 
of his Life; for he being thereby obliged 
to be more watchful over himſelt, and to 
depend more on the Aids of the Spirit of 
God, no wonder if that humble temper 
produced thoſe excellent effects in him. 

He had a Soul enlarged and raifed above 
that mean appetite of /oviag Money, which 
is generally the roor-of all Evil. He did 
not take the profits that ke might have had 
by his Prattice; for in common Caſes, 
when thoſe who came to ask his Council 
gave him a Picce, he uſed to give back the 
half, and ſo made-Ten ſhillings his Fee, in 
ordinary Matters, that did not require much 
Time or Study ; If he faw a Cauſe was 
Unjuſt, he, for a great while, would not 
meddle further in it, but to give his Ad- 
vice that i: was ſo : If the Parties after that, 
would go on, they were to ſeek another 
Councellor, for he would Aſſiſt none in 
Acts of Injuſtice : If-he found the Cauſe 
doubtful, or weak in point of Law, he al- 
ways adviſed his Clients to agree their 

Buſineſs : 
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Buſineſs : Yet afterwards he abated much 
of the Scrupulofiry he had about 'Caufes 
that appeared at fir? view Injuſt, upon this 
occaſion. There were two Caules brought 
to him, which by the Ignorance of the 
Party, or their Attorney, were fo ill re- 
prefented to him, that they ſeew'd to be 
very bad;, but he enquiring more narrowly 
into them, found they were really very good 
and juſ# - So after this he ſlackned much of 
his former ſrifneſs, of refuſing to meddle 
in Caufes upon the il Circumſtances that 
appear'd in them at firſt. 

In his Pleading he abhorred thoſe too 
common faults of miſ-reciting Evidences , 


quoting Preſidents, or Books falſly, or aſſert - 


ing things confidently ; by which ignorant 
Juries, or weak Judges, are too often 
wrought on. He Pleaded with the fame 
Sincerity that he uſed in the other parts of 
his Life, and uſed to ſay, It was 4s rreat 


| 4 diſhonour 44 a Man was Capable of , that 


for 4 little Money he was to be hired to ſay 
or do otherwiſe than as he thought. All this 


| he aſcribed to the wnmeaſurable deſire of 


heaping up Wealth, which corrupted the Souls 
of ſome that ſeem'd to be otherwile born 

and made for great things. 
When he was a Practitioner, differences 
were often referr'd to him, which he ſetled ; 
CG 4 but 
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but would accept of no reward for his Pains, 
though offered by both Partics together, 
after the agreement was made; for he ſaid, 
In thoſe caſes he was made a Fudge, and a 
Tulge ought to take no Muney. It they told 
him, He loſt much of his time in conſidering 
their Buſineſs, and ſo onght to be acknowleaged 
for #t; his Anſwer was, (as one that heard 
it told me, ) Can [ ſpend my Time better, 
than to make People friends * Muſt I have 
26 time allowed me to do good in. 

He was naturally a quick Man , yet by 
much PraQile on himſelf, he ſubdued that 
to ſuch a degree, that he would never run 
ſuddenly into any Concluſion concerning 
any Matter of Importance. Feſtiva lente 
was his beloved otro, which he ordered 
to be Ingraven on the Head of his Staff; 
and was often heard ſay, That he had ob- 
ſerved many witty Men run into great Er- 
rors, becauſe they did not give themſelves time 
ro think; but the heat of Imagination making 
ſome Notsons appear in good Colours to them, 
they without ſtaying till that cooled, were vio- 
lently led by the Impulſes it made on them ; 
whereas calm and ſlow Men, who paſs for dull 


in the common eſtimation, could ſearch after. 


Truth, and find it out, as with more deli- 
beration , ſo with greater certainty. 


He 
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He laid afide the rench perry of all he 
got for the Poor , and took great care to 
be well informed of proper Objeds for his 
Charities; And after he was a Judge, many 
of the Perquiſites of his Place, as his Di- 
vidend of the Kule and Box-money, were 
ſent by him to the Jayls, to diſcharge poor 
Priſoners, who never knew from whoſe 
hands their Relief came. Ir is alſo a Cu- 
ſtom for the Marſhal of the Kings-Bench, 
to preſent the Judges of that Court with a 


piece of Plate for a New-years-gift, that 


for the Chief Juſtice being larger than the - 


ret : This he intended to have refuſed, 
but the other Judges told him it belonged 
to his Orhice, and the refuſing it would be 
a prejudice to bis Succeſſors, ſo he was 
perſwaded to take it; but he ſent word to 
the Marſhal, That inſtead of Plate, be 
ſhould bring him the value of it in Money ;, 
and when he received it, he immediately 
{ent it to the Priſons, for the Relief and 
Diſcharge of the Poor there. He uſually 
invited his poor Neighbours to Dine with 
him, and made them fit at Table with him- 
ſelf: And if any of them were Sick, ſo 
that they could not come, he would fend 
Meat warm to them from his Table : and 
he did not only relieve the Poor in his own 
Pariſh , but ſent Supplies to the Neigh- 

bouring 
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bouring Pariſhes, as there was occaſion for 
it : And he treated them all with the ten. 
derneſs and familiarity that became one, 
who conſidered they were of the ſame a- 


tare with himſelf, and were reduced to no 


other Neceſſities but ſuch as he himlelf 
might be brought to; But for common 
Beggars, if any of tbeſe came to him, as 
he was in his Walks, when he lived in the 
Country, he would ask ſuch as were capa- 
ble of Working, Why they went about ſo 
zaly ? If they anlwered, Ir was becauſe they 
could find no Work_, he often ſent them to 
fome Field, to gather all the Stones in it, 
and lay them on a Heap, and then would 
pay them liberally for their Pains: This 
being done, he uſed to fend his Carts, and 
cauſcd them to be carried to ſuch places of 
the High-way as needed mending. 

Put when he was in Town, he dealt his 
Charities very liberally, even among the 
Street-Beggars ; and when ſome told him, 
That he thereby incouraged Idleneſs, and that 
moſt of theſe were notorious Cheats ;, He uſed 
to anfwer,, That he believed moſt of them 
were ſuch; but among them there were ſome 
that were great Objects of Charity, and preſt 
with grievous Neceſſities; and that he had 
rather give his Alms to Twenty, who might 
be perhaps Rogues, than that one of the other 
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fort, ſhould periſh for want of that ſmall Re. 
lief which he gave them. 

He loved Building much ; which he 
afſeed chiefly, becauſe it imployed many 
poor People : bur ene- thing. was obſerved 
in all his Bnildings, that the Changes he 
made in his Houſes, were always from Mar- 
nificence to Uſefulneſs, tor he avoided every 
thing that looked like Pomp, or Vanity, 
cven in the Walls of his Houſes ; he had 
good Judgment in Archbuettare, and an ex- 
cellent faculty in contriving well. 

He was a Gentle Landlerd to all his Te- 


nants, and was ever ready upon any rea- 
ſonable Complaints, to make Abatements, 
for he was Aerciful as well as Righteors. 
One inſtance of this was, of a Widow that 
lived in Londen, and had a {mall Eſtate 
near his Houſe in the Country ; from which 
her Rents were ill returned to her, and at 
a Coſt which ſhe could not well bear: fo 
ſhe bemoaned her telf to him; and he, 
axcording to his readineſs to afiiſt all poor 
People, told her, He would 9rder his Steward 
to take up her Rents, and the returning them 
ſhould coff her nothing. © But after that, when 
there was a falling of Rents in that Coun- 


. try, fo that it was necefſary to make 


abatements to the Tenant; yet he would 
have it to lie on himfelf, and made the 
Widow 
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Widow be paid her Rent as formerly. 

Another remarkable Inſtance of his 7: 
frice and Goodneſs was, That when he found Ju 
ill Money had been put into his hands, he Ba 
would neyer ſuffer it to be vented again ; 
for he thought it was no excule for him to * Ac 
put falſe Money in other Peoples hands, 
becauſe ſome had put it in his. A great he 
heap of this he had gathered together, for || * 
many had ſo far abuſed his Goodneſs, as || ** 
to mix baſe Money among the Fees that 
were m him : It is like he intended to 
have deſtroyed it z but ſome. Thieves who 
had obſerved it, broke into. his Chamber 
and ſtole it, thinking they had got a Prize ; 
which he uſed to tell with tome pleaſure, 
imagining how they found themſelves de- 
ceived, when they perceived what fort of 
Booty they had fall'n on. 

After he was made a Fudge, he would 
needs pay more for every Purchaſe he made 
than it was worth ; If it had been but a 
Horſe he was to Buy, he would. have out- 
bid the Price : and when ſome repreſented 
to him, that he made ill Bargains, he ſaid, it 
became Judges to pay more for what they 
bought, than the true Value; that ſo thoſe 
with wh:m they dealt, might not thinkthey had 
any riobt to their favour, by having ſold ſuch 
things to thew at an eaſie rate : and {aid it 
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was ſutable to the Reputation, which a 
Fudge ought to preſerve, to make ſuch 
Bargains, that the World might ſee they 
were not too well uſed upon tome ſecret 


+ Account. 


In Sum, his Eſtate did ſhew how little 
he had minded the raiſing a great Fortune, 
for from a Hundred pound a Year, he raiſed 
it not quite to Nine Hundred, and of this 
a very Conſiderable part came in by his 
ſhare of Mr. Seldex's Eſtate ; yet this conſi- 
dering his great Practice while a Councel- 
lour, 2nd his conſtant, frugal, and modeft 
way of Living, was but a ſmall Fortune : 
In the ſhare that fell to him by Mr Selder's 
Will, one memorable thing was done by 
him, with the other Executors, by which 
they both ſhewed their regard to their dead 
Friend, and their Love of the Publick ; 
His Library was valued at ſome Thouſands 
of Pounds, and was believed tobe one of 
the curiouſeſt Colle&ions in Europe : fo 
they reſolved to keep this intire, for the 
Honour of Selden's Memory, and gave it to 
the Univerſity of Oxford, where a noble 
Room was added to the former Library for 
its Reception, and all due reſ{pe@s have been 
ſince ſhewed by that Great and Learned 
Body, to thoſe their worthy BenefaQors, 
who- not only parted ſo generouſly __ 
this 
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this great Treaſure, but were a little put 
to it how to oblige them, without croſſing 
the Will of their dead Friend. Mr. Selder 
had once intended to give his Library to 
that Univerſity, and had left it ſo by his 
Will ; but having occaſion for a Manuſcript, 
which belonged to their Library , they 
asked of him a Bond of a Thouſand pound 
for its Reſtitution; this he took ſo ill at 
their hands, that he ſtruck out that part of 
his Will by which he had given them his 
Library, and with ſome paſſion declared 
they ſhould never have it ; The Executors 
Rack at this a little, but having conſidered 
better of it, came to this Reſolution ; That 
they were to be the Executors of Mr. Sel- 
den's Will, and not of his Paſſion; fo they 
made good what he had intended in cold 
Blood, and paſt over what his Paſhon had 
ſuggeſted to him. 

The parting with ſo many excellent 
Books, would have been as unealie to our 
Fudge, as any thing of that nature could be, 
if a pious regard to his friends Memory had 
not prevailed over him; for he valued 
Books and AManuſcrips above all things in 
the World : He himſelf had made agreat 
and rare Colle&ion of Manuſcripts belong- 
ing tothe Law of England z he was Forty 
years in gathering it : He himſelf faid ze coff 
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bim about fifteen Hundred pounds, andcalls 
it in his Will, a Treaſure worth having and 
keeping, and not fit for every Mans wiew ; 
Theſe all he left to Lincoln's Inn, and for 
the Information of thote who are curious 
to ſearch into ſuch things ; there ſhall be 
a Catalogue of them added at the end of 
this Book. 

By all theſe inſtances it does appear, how 
much he was raiſed above the World,or 
the Love of it, But having thus maſtered 
things without him, his next Study was 
to overcome his own Inclinations : He was 
as he ſaid himſelf natxraly paſſionate ; 1 add 
as he ſaid himſelf, for that appeared by no 
other Evidence, fave that ſometimes his 


Colour would riſe a little; but he fo gover- 


ned himſelf, that thoſe who lived long 
about him, have told me they never ſaw him 
diſordered with Anger, though he met 
with ſome Trials, that the nature of man 


is as little able to bear, as any whatſoever. 


T here was one who did him a great Injury, 
which it is not neceflary to mention, who 
coming afterwards to him for his 2Cvice in 
the ſettlement of his Eſtate, he gave it very 
frankly to him, but would accept of no Fee 
for it, and thereby ſhewed both that he 
could forgive as a Chriſtian, and that he had 
the S6ul of a Gentleman in him, not to take 
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Money of one that had wronged him fo 
hainouſly. And when he was asked by one, 
how he could uſe a man ſo kindly, that. had 
wronged him ſo much, his Anſwer was, he 
thanked God he had learned to forget Injuries. 
And beſides the great temper he expreſſed 
in all his publick Impleyments, in his Family 
he wasa very gentle Maſter : He was tender 
of all his Servants , he never turned any 
away, except they were lo faulty,that there 
was no hope of reclaiming them : When 
any of them had been long out of the way, 
or had negleQed any part of their Duty ; 
he would not lee them at their firſt coming 
home, and ſometimes not till the next day, 
left when his diſpleafure was quick upon 
him, he might have chid them indecently ; 
and when he did reprove them, he did it 
with- that ſweetneſs an1 gravity, that it 
appeared he was more concerned for their 
having done a fault, than for the offence 
Siving by it to himlelf: But if they became 
immoral or unruly, then he turned them 
away, for he ſaid, be that by his place ought 
to puniſh' diſorders in other People , muſt by no 
means ſuffer them in his own Houſe : He ad- 
vanced his ſervants according to the time 
they had bin about him, and would never 
give occaſion to- Envy amongſt them, by 
raiſing the younger Clerks aboye thoſe -w_ 
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had been longer with him. He treated 
them all with great affeQion, rather as a 
Friend, than a Maſter, giving them often 
g00d Advice and Inſtruction. He made 
thoſe who had good places under him, give 
lome of their profits to the other Servants 
who had! nothing but their Wages : When 
he made his Will, he left Legacies to every 
one of them ; But he exprefſed a more parti- 
cular kindneſs forone of them Rob. Gibbon, 
of the Middle Temple, Eſq; In whom he had 
that Confidence, that he left him one of his 
Executors. I the rather mention him, be- 
canſe of his noble Gratitude to his worthy 
Benefator and Maſter, for he has been fo 
careful to preſerve his Memory, that as he 
ſet thoſe on me, at whole deſire | undertook 
to write his Life ; So he has procured for 
me a great part of thoſe Memorials, and 
Informations,out of which I have Compoſed 


it. 

The Fudge was of a moſt tender and 
compaſſionate Nature; this did eminently 
appear in his Trying and giving Sentence 
upon Criminals, in which he was ftrialy 
careful, that not a circumſtance ſhould be 
negleted, which might any way clear the 
Fatt: He behaved himfelf with that regard 
to the Priſoners, which became both the 
gravity of a Fxdge, and the pity that was 
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due to Men, whole Lives lay at Stake, ſo 
that nothing of jearing or unreaſonable 
ſeverity f:ll from him. Heallo examined the 
Witneſſes inthe fofteſt manner,taking care 
that they {hould be put under no contulion, 
which might ditorder their Memory : and 
he Summed all the Evidence {o equally 
when he charged the Jury, that the Crimi- 
nals themſelves never complained of him. 
When it came to htm to give Sentence, he 
d:d it with that Compotednels and Decency, 
and his Speeches to the Priſoners, Girefting 
them to prepare for death,were foWeighty, 
{o free of all Aﬀectatior,ind fo Serious and 


Devour, that many loved to go to the Try. 


als, when he fate Fu, to be cdificd by his 
Specches, and behaviour in them, and uſed 
to ſay, they heard very few fuch Sermons. 
But though the pronouncing the Sen- 
tence of Death,was the peece of his Imploy- 
ment, that went moſt againſt the Grain 
with him yet in that, he could never bc 
molified to any tenderneſs which hindred 
Tuſtice, When he was once prefled ta 
recommend tome ( whom he had Condemn- 
ed) to his Majeſties Mercy and Pardon ; he 
anlwered be c:uld not think they deſerved a 
pardon, whom be himſelf Adjudged to Die : 
50, that ali he would Go in that kind was to 
Siye the King a true Account of the Cir- 
| | cumſtances 
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cumſtances of the Fact, after which , his 
Majeſty was to Conſider whether he would 
interpole his Mercy , or let Juſtice take 
place, 

His Mercifulnefs extended even to his 
Beaſts, for when the Horſes that he had 
kept long, grew Old, he would not ſuffer 
them to be fold, or much wrought, but or- 
Cercd his Men to turn them looſe on his 
Grounds, and put them only to cafie work, 
ſuch as going to Market and the like; he 
uſed old Dogs alfo with the ſame care : 
His Shepherd having one that was become 
blind with Age, he intended to have killed 
or loſt him, but the Fdge coming to hear 
of it, made one of his Servants bring him 


home, and fed him till he Died: And he 


was tcarce ever {cen more Angry than with 
enc of hisServants for negletting a Bird that 
he kept, fo that it Died tor want of 
Food. 

He was a great incourager of all young 
Perſons, that he ſaw followed their Books 
diligently, to whom he uſed to give dire- 
ions concerning the Method of their 
Study, with a humanity and {weetneſs, that 
wrought much on ail that came near him : 
and in a ſmiling pleaſant way, he would 
admoniſh them, if he ſaw any thing amiſs 
m them : particularly - they went toofine 
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in their Clothes, he would tell them, z ad 


not become therr Profeſſion : He was not plea- 
{ed to fee Students wear long Perriwigs, 
or Attorneys go with Swords to that fuch 
young Men as would not be perſwaded 
to part with thuſe Vanities, when they 
went to kim laid them alide, and went as 
plain as they could, toavo:d the reproof 


which they knzw they might otherwile 


Expect. 

He was very free and communicate in 
his Diſcourſe , which he moſt commonly 
fixed on ſome good and uleful SubjeR, and 
loved for an hcur or two at Night, to be 
vilited by tome of his Friends. He neither 
{aid nordid any thing with AﬀeRation,but 
uſed a fimplicity, that was both natural to 
himſelf, and very caſie to others : And 
though he never ſtudied the modes of Civi- 
lity or Court breeding, yet he knew not 
what it was to be rude or harſh with any, 
except he were impertinently addreſſed 
to in matters of Juſtice , then he would 
ra)ſe his Voice a little,and to thake off thoſe 
Importunities. 

In his Furniture, and the feryice of his 
Table, and way of Living ; he liked the old 
plainnefs fo well, that as he would ſet up 
none of the new Faſhions, fo he rather 
affcaed a Courtcnels in the ule of the old 
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ones: Which was more the effe&t of his 
Philoſcphy than Diſpoſition, for he loved 
fine things too much at firſt : He was always 
of an cqual Temper, rather chearfull than 
merry. Many wondred to tee the evennets 
of his deportment, in ſome very fad paſſages 
of his Life. 

Having loſt one of his Sons, the manner 
of whote Death had ſome greivous circum- 
ſtances in it; One coming to fee him and 
Condole, he taid to him, thoſe were the.effeits 
of living long, ſuch muſt look to ſee many ſad 
and unacceptable things ; and having faid 
that, he went to other Ditcourlſes, with his 
erdinary freedom of Mind; for though he 
had a Temper fo tender, that fa] things 
were apt enough to make deep Impreſſions 
upon him, yet the regard he had tothe 
Willom and Providence of God, and the 
juſt Eſtimate he made of external things, 
did to admiration maintain the tranquility 
of his Mind, and he gave no occaſion by 
idlenzſs to Melancholly to corrupt his 
Spirit, but by the perpetual bent of his 
thoughts, he knew well how to divert them 
from being oppreſſed with the Excefſes of 
Sorrow. 

He had a generous and noble Idea of 
God in his Mind, and this he found did 
above all other Conſiderations preferve his 
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quiet. And indeed that was fo well Eſta- 
bliſhed in him,that no accidents, how ſudden 
ſoever, were oblerved to diſcompolc him : 
O: which an Eminent Man of that profeſſion 
gave me this inſtance : In the year 1666, an 
Opinion did run through the Nation, thax 
the end of the world would come that year :- 
This, whether {ct on by Aſtrologers, or 
advanced by thoſe who thought it might 
have ſome relation to the number of the 
Beaſt in the Revelation,or promoted by Men 
of ill' Deſigns, to diſturb the public Peace, 
had ſpread mightily among the people; and 
7udge Hale going that year the Weſtern 
Circuit, it happened, that as he was on the 
Bench at 'the Aſiſes, a moſt terrible Storm 
fell out very unexpettedly , accompanied 
withſuch flaſhes of Lightning, and claps of 
Thunder, that the like will hardly fall out 
in an Age; upon which a whilper or a 
rumour run through the Crowd, that new 
was the World to end, and the day of Fudgment 
to begin, and atthis there followed a general 
Conſternation in the whole Aſſembly, and 
_ all men forgot the Buſineſs they were met 
about, and betook themſelves to their 
Prayers: This, added to the horror raiſed 
by the Storm, looked very diſmally , in fo 
much that my Author,a Man of no ordinary 
Reſolution, and firmneſs of Mind, confeſſed 
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vs $1 made @ great [mpreſſion on himſelf. But he 
ho told me, that he did ovſerve the Fudge was 
in þ 79 4 whit affected, and was going on with the 
'n || Buſineſs of the Court in his ordinary manner ; 
- From which he made this cancl fion,cthat hiv 
" | thon thts were ſo well fixed, that he believed if 
\- | the World had been really to end, it would 
" bave given him no conſiderable diſturbar.ce. 

a But I ſhall now conclude all that I ſhall 
_ ſay concerning him, with what one of the 
e, greateſt Men of the Profeſſion of the Law, 


d {ent me as an abſtra@t of the Characier he 
had made of him, upon long oblervation, 
and much converie with him : It was fent 
me, that from thence with the other Ma- 
. terials, | might make tuch a Kepreſentation 
of of him to the World,as he indeed deſerve 7, 
but [ refolved not to (hred it out in parcels, 


a but to {et it down intirely as it was fent 
| me,hoping that as the Reader will be much 
w || delighted with ir, fo the Noble perſon thar 


al fert it, will not be offended with me for 
14 | keeping it intire, and fetting it in the 
beſt light I could ; It begins abruptly, 
being deſigned to ſupply the defeats 
yy of others, from whom I had earlier and 
ſr | morc copious Informations. 
| He would never be brought to diſcourſe of 
4 public Matters in private Converſation, but 
in que tions of Law, when any young Lawyer 
H 
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put a Caſe to him he was very communicativey 
eſpecially while he was at the Bar : But when 
he came tothe Beneh, he grew more reſerv/d, 
and would never ſuffer his Opinion in any caſe 
to be known, tall he was obliged to declare it 
Judicially; And he concealed his Opinion in 
great Caſes ſo carefully, that the reſt of the 
oo in the ſame Court could never perceive 
it : His reaſon was , becaule every Judge 
ought to give Sentence according to his 
own Perſwaſion and Conſcience, and not 
to be {way'd by any reſpe& or deference ts 
another Mans Opinion : And by this means 
it happ'ned ſometimes,that when all the Barons 
of the Exchequer had deliveredtherir Opinions, 
and arreed mm their Reaſons and Arguments ; 
yet he coming to ſpeak laſt, and differing in 
Fudgmext from them, hath expreſt himſelf with 
fo much m_ and Solidity, that the Barons 
have mmeaiately retracted their Votes and 
concurr d with him. He hath ſate «s a Fudge 
mn all the Courts of Law, and in two of them 
as Cheif, but ſtill where ever he ſat, all Buſineſs 
of conſequence followed him, and no Man was 
content to ſit down by theFudgment of any other 
Court , till the Caſe was brought before hum, 
ro ſee whether he were of the ſame mind; And 
bu Opimon'being onte known, men did readily 
arquieſce in it ;, and it was very rarely ſeen, 
that ary man attemted to bring it about again, 
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and he that did ſo, did it upon great diſad- 
vaniages, and was alwayes lookt upon 45 a very 
contentious Perſon: So that what Cicero ſays 
of Brutus , did very often I to him, 


Etiam quos contra Statuit 
tolque Dimiſit. 

Nor did men reverence his Judgment and 
Opinion im Courts of Law only, But his Autho- 
rity was 4s great in Courts of Equity, and the 
ſame reſpett and ſubmiſſion was paid himthere 
too; And thu appeared not only in hu own 
Court of Equity in the Exchequer Chamber, 
but in the Chancery too, for thither he was 
often called to adviſe and aſſiſt the Lord 
Chancellor, or Lord Keeper for the time being; 
and if the Cauſe were of difficult Examination, 
or wntricated and entangled with variety of 
Settlements, no man ever fhewed a more clear 
and diſcernins Fudyment : If ut were of 
great Value, and great Perſons intereſted init, 
n0 man ſhewed greater ( ourage and Integrity 
in laying afide all reſpect of Perſors : When he 
came to delwyer hi Opizion, he always put his 
Diſcourſe into ſuch a method , that one part of 
it gave light to the other, and where theprocee- 
dings of Chancery might prove Inconvement 
to the Subjeit, he never ſpared to obſerve and 
reprove them: And from hs Obſervations 
and Diſcourſes, the Chancery hath taken occa- 
ſiqm to Eſtabliſh many of thoſe Rules by which 
it governs it ſelf at this day. He 
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He did look upon Equi'y as a part of the 
Common- Law, and one of the Grounds of it 7 
and therefore as near as he conld,he did always 
reduce it tocertain Rules and Principles, that 
men might Study it as a Science, and not think, 
the Adminiſtration of it had any thing arbi- 
trary in tt. Thus eminent was thu man in 
every Station, and into what Court ſorver he 
was cali'd, he quick'y made it appear, that he 
deſerved the cheif Seat there. 

As great a Lawyer as he was, he would 
never ſufter the ſtrittneſs of Law to prevail 
againſt Conſcience ; as great a Chancellor as he 
was, he would make uſe of all the Niceties 
and Subtilties is Law , when it tended to ſup- 
port Right and Equity. But nothing was 
more admirable 11: him, than his Patience ® He 
did mt affed the Reputation of Quickneſs ad 
diſpatch, by a haſty and Captious hearing of the 
Courcell : He would bear with the meaneſt, 
and rave every man his full Scope, thinking it 
much better to loſe Time than Patience : In 
ſumming up of an Evidence to a ſury, he would 
always require the Bary to interrupt him if be 
did aifale, and to pat him in mind of it, if he 
did forget *the leaſt Circumſtance ſome 
Judzes have been diſturbed at this as a Rutle- 
neſs, which he aiwayes looked upon as a Ser- 
vice and Reſpett done to him. 
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His whole Life was nothins elſe lt 4 con- 
tinual courſe of Labour and Taduſt'ry » and 
when he could borrow any time from the public 
Service, it was wholly employed either in Phi- 
loſophical or Divine Meditations and even that 
was 4 public Service too as it hath proved; For 
they have: ccaſtoned his Writing of ſurch Treatis 
ſes,as are become the C hoiſeſt entertainment of 
wiſe and good Men,and t/5e World hrath reaſon 
to wiſl tat more of them were Printe.1: He that 
conſiders the attire part of 1:15 Life, and with 
what u;wearied Diligerice and App lication of 
Mind, be diiþutched all Mens Buſu. oſs which 
came anky his C are, will wonder how he 
could find any time for Contemplation : He that 
conſiders again the various Studies he paſt 
through, and the many Collettions and Obſer- 
vations he hath made, may as juſtly wonder 
how he could find any time for Action : But no 

Man can wonder at the exemplary Picty and 
Innocence of ſuch a Life ſo ſpent as thas was, 
wherein as be was carcfull to avoid extery idle 
word,ſo tis manifeſt he never [peat an udle day. 

They who came far ſhort of thus gre at Man, 
will be apt enough to think that thus is a Panc- 


' oyrick_,, which indeed 15 a Hiſtory, :1nd but a 


luttle part of that Hiſtory which reas with 
great Tru h ta berelated of him: Men who 
deſpair of attaining ſuch perfeition, are net 
w lling to believe that any man elſe did ever 
arrive at ſuch a Height. He 
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He was the greateſt Lawyer of the Ape, 
and might have had what Prattice hs pleaſed, 
but theugh he did moſt Conſcientiouſly affect the 
labonrs of his Profeſſion, yet at the ſame time, 
be deſpiſed the Gain of it, 11d of thoſe profits 
which he would allow himſelf to receive , he 
always ſet apart a tenth Peny' for the Poor, 
which he ever diſperſed with that ſecrecy, that 
they who yere relictd, ſeldom or never knew 
their Benafattor : He took wore pain! to avoid 
the Honors and Preferments of the Gown, than 
others do to compaſs them, His Modeſty was 
beyond all Example, for wire ſome men who 
never attained to half hs Knowledze, have 
' been puſft up with a bi; conceit of themſelves, 
and have affeitsd all :ccaſtons of raiſir.7 their 
own Eſteem by depreeatir? other men; He on 
the contrary was the moſt oblinin; man that 
ever Pradtiſed : If 4 youn7 Gentleman happ'ned 
to be retain'd to argue a point 12 Law, where 
he was on the comrary ſide, he would very 
often niend the Ovjettions when he came to 
repeat them, and alyayes Commend the G en- 
1l-man if there were room for it, and one 208d 
word of his was of more aduantage to a young 
man, than all the f your of the Court could be. 

Having thus far purlueJ his Hiſtory and 
CharaQter, in the publick and Exemplary 
parts of his Life, without interrupting the 
thread of the Relation, with what was 

private 
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private and Domeſtick, I ſhall conclude 
with a ſhort account of theſe. 

He was twice Married, his firſt Wife 
was Anne, Daughter of Sir Hemy Moor, of 
Faly in Berkſbire,Grandchild to Sir Fr. Mocr, 
$Serjeant at Law ; by her he had Ten Chil- 
dren, the four firſt Dyed young, the other 
ſix lived to be all Married ; and he ovt- 
lived them all, except his eldeſt Davghter, 
and his youngeſt Son, who are yet alive. 

His eldeſt Son Robert, Married Frances, 
the Daughter of Sir Frarcs Chock, of Aviug- 
ton in Berk-ſhire ; and they both Dying in 
a little time one after another , left five 
Children, two Sons, Matthew and Gabriel; 
and three Daughters, Anne, Mary, and 
Frances ; and by the 7udges advice, they 
both made him their Executor, fo he took 
his Grandchildren into his own Care, and 
among them he left his Eftate. 

His ſecond Son Matrbew, Married Anne, 
the Daughter of Mr. Mar.Srmmmonds, of Hil- 
ſley,in Gloceſterſhire,who died ſoon aſter,and 
left one Son behind him,named Matthew. 

His third Son Thomas, Married Rebekah, 
the Daughter of Chriſtian le Brune, a Dutch 
Merchant, and Dyed without Iflue. 

His fourth Son Edward, Marricd Mary, 
the Daughter of Edmund Goodyere, Elq; of 
Heythorp, in Oxfordſhire, and ſtill os 
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he has two Sons, and three Daughters, 

His eldeſt Daughter Mary, was Married 
to Edward Alderly, of Innijhannon, in the 
County of Cork, in /reland;, who dying, left 
her with two Sons, and three Daughters; 
ſhe is fince Married to Edward Stephens, 
Son to Edward Stephens, Eq; of Cheringtoy, 
in Clecefterſhire. His youngeſt Daughter 


Elizabeth, was Married to Edward Webb, 


Etq; Barriſter at Law; ſhe dyed, leaving 
two Children, a Son and a Daughter. 

His fecond Wife was Anne, the Daugh- 
ter of Mr. Foſeph Biſhop, of Faly, im Berk- 
ſhire, by whom he had no Children ; He 
gives her a great CharaQer iv his Will, 
as a moſt dutiful, faithful, and loving Wife, 
and therefore truſted the breeding of his 
Grand-Children to her Care, and left her 
one of his Executors, to-whom he joyned 
Sir Robert Fenkinſon, and Mr. Gibbon. - So 
much may ſuffice of thoſe deſcended from 
him. _- 

In After. times, it is not to be doubted, 
bur it will be reckoned no ſmall Honour to 
derive from him: And this has made me 
more particular in reckoning up his Ifſue, l 
ſhall next give an account of the Iſſues of his 
Mind, his Books, that are cither Printed, 
or remain in Manuſcript; for the laſt of 
theſe by his Will, he has forbid the Prin- 
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ting of any of them after his Death, except 
ſuch as he ſhould give order for in his Life: 
But he ſeems to have changed his mind after- 
wards, and to fave left it to the diſcretion 
of his Executors; which of them might be 
Printed; for though he does not expreſs 
that, yet he ordered by a Codicil, Thar if 
any Book, of his Writing, as well ronching the 
Common Law, as other Suhjeits, ſhould be 


' Printed, then what ſhould be given for the 


Conſider ation of the Copy, ſhould be divided in. 
to Ten ſhares, of which he appointed Seven ro 


go among bis Servants, and T bree ts theſe who 
had Copied them out, and were to lock after the 


Impreſſion. The reaſon, as | have underſtood 
it, that made him fo unwilling to have any 
of his Works Printed after his Death, was, 
That he apprehended in the Licenſiug them, 
(which was neceffary before any Book could 
be lawfully Printed, by a Law then in force, 
but ſince his Death determined) ſome things 
might have been ſtrack_ont, or altered ; which 
he had obſerved not without tome Indigna- 
tion, had been done to a part of the Reports, 
of one whom he had much eſteemed. 

This in matters of Law,he laid, might prove 
to be of ſuch miſchievons conſequence, that he 
thereupon reſolued none of his Writings ſbould 
be at the Mercy of Licenſers; And therefore 
becauſe he was not ture that they {hould 

be 
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be Publiſhed without Expurgations or In- 
terpolations, he forbid the Printing any of 
them, in which he afterwards made tome 
Alteration, at leaſt he gave occaſioff by his 
Codicil, to infer, that he altered his mind. 

This I have the more fully explained, 
that his laſt Will may be no way mifunder-. 
ſtood, and that his Worthy Executors, and 
his Hopeful Grandchildren, may not con- 
clude themſelves to be under an Indiſpenſi- 
ble Obligation, of depriving the Publick of 
his excellent Writings. 


( 


A Catalogue »f all his Books that are 
Printed, and are to be Sold by 
William Shrowsbery , at the Sign 


of the Bible i» Duke-Lane. 


6, 5 Ng Primitive Origination of 71an- 
kind,. conſidered and examined ac- 
cording tothe light of Nature. Fol. 

2. Contemplations Moral and Divine, Part 1. 

Octavo. | | 
3. Contemplations Moral and Divine, Part 2. 
4+ Diſficiles Nuge, or Obſervations touch- 
ing the Torricellian Experiment, and the 
various Solutions of the ſame, eſpecially 
touching the Wezrght and Elaſticity of the 
Air. O:tavo. L An 


ot 
/ 


; han 


© Th 
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5. AnEſay touching the Gravitation, or 

| Non-Gravitation of fluid Bodies, and the 
Reaſons thereof. Otiavo. | 

6. Obſervations touching the Princeples of 
Natnral Motions, and efpecially touching 
Rarefattion, and Condenſation ; . together 
with a Reply to certain Remarks, touching 
the Gravitation of Fluids, Oftavo. 

7- Ihe Life and Death of Pomponizs Atts- 
cu, written by his Contemporary and 
Acquaintance,Cornelins Nepos, Tranſlated 
out of his Fragments; together with Ob- 

ſervations, Political and Moral thereupon. 
 Ottawe, 

8. Pleas of the Crown, or a Methodical Sum- 
mary of the Principal Matters relating ta 
that Sabjett. Oftayo. 


Manuſcripts of his not yet Publiſhed. 


1. F "Oncerning the Secondary Origination 
Mankind. Fol. | 
2. Concerning Religion, 5 Vol. in Fol. viz. 
1. De Deo, Vox Metaphyſica, pars 1. & 2. 
2. Pars 3. Vox Nature, Providentie, &- 
thice, Conſcientie. 
3. Liber ſextus, ſeptimus, oftavus. 
4. Pars 9. Concerning the Holy Scrip- 
zwres, their Evidence and Authority. 
x F- Con- 
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5- Concerning the Trath of the H. Scrip- 


tare, and the Evidences thereof. 

3. Of Policy in Matters of Religion. Fol. 

4. De Anima, to Mr. B. Fol. | 

5- De Anima, Tranſaftions between him 
and-Mr. 8. Fol. 

6. Tentamina, de ortu, Natura & Immor- 
talitate Anime. Fol. 

7. Magnetiſmus Aapneticus, Fol. 

8. Magnetiſmus Phyſicas, Fol. 

g. Magnetiſmus Divinus. 

10. De generatione Animalium & Þ egetabi- 
lum, Fol. Lat. 

11 Of the Law of Nature, Fol. 

12. A Letter of advice to his Grandchil- 
dren. Lnarte. 

13. Placita Corone, 7 Vol. Fol. 


14+. Preparatcry- Notes concerning the Right | 


of the Crown, Fol. 

15. Incepta de Furibus Corone, Fol. 

16. De Prerogativa Regis, Fol. 

17. Preparatory - Notes touching Parlia- 
mentary-Proceedings, 2 Vol. Quarto. 


18, Of the Furiſdittion of the Houſe of | 


Lords, Quarto. | 
19. Of the Furiſaiftion of the Admiralty. 
2H. Touching Ports and Cuftoms, Fot. _ 


21. Of the Right of the Sea, and the Arms 


thereof, and Cuſtom, Fol. 
22. Concerning the Advancement of Frade, 
Quarto, =. 
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23. Of Sheriffs Accounts, Fol. 

24. Copies of Evidences, Fol. 

25. Mr. Selder's Diſcourſes. Oitave. 

26. Excerpta ex Schedis Seldenians. 

27. Foxrnal of the 18 and 21 Tacobs Regis, 
Quarto, 

28. Great Common. place Book of Reports or 
Caſes in the my in Law French, Fol. 


In B undles. 


On 2 nod tibi fieri, &c. Matth. 7. 12. 

Touching Puniſhments, in relation to the 
Sociniax Controverſie. 

Policies of the Church of Rome. 


Concerning the Laws of England. 


Of the Amendment of the Laws of England.” 


1 Touching Proviſion for the Poor. 


Upon Mr. Hobbs his Manuſcrpe. 
Concerning the ::me of the Abolition of the 
Fewiſh Laws. | 


In Duarto, 


Qued fie Dems. 


1 Of the Stare and Condition m—_ the Soul and 


Body after Death. 
Notes concerning Matters of Law. 
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To theſe I ſhall add the Catalogue of the 
Manuſcripts, which he left to the Ho- 
nourable Society of Lincolns-Inn, with 
that part of his Will that concerns them. 


Tem, Ns a Teſtimony of mp Honour and 
[| Beſpet t; the Society of Lincolns-Inn, 

where J had the greateſt part of mp Educa-= 
tion; J giveand bequeath to that Bonourable 
Docie: pthe ſcveral Yanuſcript wooks, con= 
tained in a Schedule annexed to mp Will ; 
They are a Treaſure wozth having and keep= 
ing, which J have been near Fozty Pears in 
gatheri with very great Induſtry and Ex- 
pence: Mpdellrets, that they be kept ſafe, and 
all together, in rememb:zance of me; Thep 
were fit to be bound in Leather andChained, 
and kept in YÞrchives: IJ deſire they map nor 
be icnt out, 02 diſpoſed of: Only if TJ happen 
hereafter, tohaveanpyof mp Poſteritp of that 
Dociety, that dcfires to Tranſfcribe any Book, 
and give verp good caution to reffoze it again in 
a pzetixed time,ſuch as the Benchers of that Do= 
ciety in Council ſhall appzove of; then, and 
not otherwiſe, only one Book at one time map 
de lent out to them by the Docietp; ſo that there 
be nomone but one Book of thole B ooks ab2oad 
out of the Libzary at one time. @Theyp are a 
Trcaſure that are not fit foz every Wans view ; 
no: is every Man capable of making uſe of 
them: 'Onty | woutd have nothing of theſe 
Wooks P?inted, but intirelp p:elerved together, 
fo: the uſe of the Induftrious Learned Wem= 
ders of that Dociety. | 


A 
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A Catalogue of the Books given by him 
to Lincolns-Inn, according to the 
Schedule annexed to his W. 7 


Pax de tempore Regis Fohannss, 1 Vol. 

Qitchr. 

Placita coram Rege E. 1. two Volumes. 

Placita coram Rege E. 2. one Vol. 

Placita coram Rege E. 3. three Vol. 

Placita coram Kege R.2. one Vol. 

Placita coram Rege H. 4. H.5. one Vol. 

Placita de Banco, E. 1. ab anno 1. ad az- 
mum 21, one Vol. 

Tranſcripts of many Pleas, coram Rege & de 

| BancoE.1. one Vol. 

The Pleas in the Exchequer, ftiled Commu- 
nia, from 1E.3. t0 46 E. 3. five Vol. 
Cloſe Rolls of King Fobn, verbatim, of the 

moſt material things, one Vol. 

The principal matters in the Cloſe and Patent 
Rolls, of H. 3. Tranſcribed verbatim, 
fromg H, 3. to 5&H.3: five Vol. Ve- 
lome marked X. L. W | 

The principal matters in the Cloſe and Patent- 

Ralls, E. 1. with ſeveral Coptes and Ab- 
ſtraits of Records, one Vol. marked F. 

A long Book of Abſtraits of Records, by me. 

Cloſe and Patent-Rolls, from 1 to 10 EF. 3. 
and other Records of the time of #. 3. 
one Vol, marked F. l 3 Cloſe 
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Cloſe Rolls of 15 E. 3. with other Records, 
one Vol. marked NN, 

Cloſe Rolls from 17 to 38 E. 3. two Vol. 

Cloſe and Patent. Rolls, trom 40 E. 3. to 50 
E. 3. one Vol. marked B. 

Cloſe Rolls of E.2. with other Records, one 
Vol. R, | 

Cloſe and Patemt-Rolls, 2nd Charter- Rolls in 

| the time of King Foby for the Clergy, 
one Vol. | 

A great Volume of Records of feveral na- 
tures, G. 

The Leagues of the Rings of Enoland, tem- 
pore E.1. E.2. E. 3. one Vol. 

A Book of ancient Leagues and AMuitary- 
proviſions, one Vol. 

The Reports of Jrers, of Derby, Nottingham 
arid Bedford, tranſcribed, one Vol. 

Itivera Foreſt de Pickering © Lancaſter , 
tranſcript ex Originali, one Vol. 

An ancient Reading, very large upon Charts 
de Foreſte, and of the Foreſt- Laws. 

The Traxſcript of the [ter Forefta de Dean, 
1 Vol. | 

£ uo Warranto and Libertics of the County 
of Gloceſter, with the Pleas of the Chace 
of Kingswood, one Vol. | 

Tranſcript of the Black Book of the Adm. 
ralty, Laws of the Army, Impoſitions and 
ſeveral Honours, one Vol. 
- Re- 
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Records of Patents, Inquiſitions, &c. of the 
l County of Leiceſter, one Vol. 

Muſter and AMilitary-proviſions of all ſorts, 
extratted from the Records, one Vol. 
Gervaſius Tilburienſis, or the Black Book of 

the Exchequer, one Vol. Ee: 
The Kings Title to the Pre-emption of Tin, 
a thin Vol. | 
Calender of the Records in the Tower, a 
| {mall Vol. | 
A Miſcellany of divers Records, Orders, and 
other things of various natures, marked 
.. #8. 1 Vol. 
Another of the ke nature in Leather Co- 
ver, 1 Vol. 
A, Book of divers Records and Things rela- 
ting to the Chancery, one Vol. 
Titles of Honowr and Pedegrees, eſpecially 
touching C/rford, one Vol. 
Hiftory of the Marches of Wales, Colle&ted 
by me, 1 Vol. 
Certain Colettions touching Titles of Ho- 
nour, 1Vol. | 
Copies of ſeveral Records touching Premw- 
mre, 1 Vol. | | 
Extratt of Commiſſions tempore, H.7. H.8. 
| R. and the Proceedings in the Court-Mili- 
tary, between Ray and Ramſey, 1 Vol 
Petitions in Parkament tempore, E. 1.E.2. 
E. 3. H.4. 3Volt 
I 4 Sums- 
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Summons of Parliament, from 49 H. 3. to 
22 E.4q. in 3 Vol. 

The Parliament- Kolls, from the beginning of 
E. 1. tothe end of KR. 3. in 19 Volumes, 
viz. one of E. 1. one: of E. 2. with the 
Ordinations ;, two of E. 3. three of R. 2. 
twoof H.4. twoof H.s5. four of H.6. 
three of E. 4. one of R. 3. all Tranſcri- 
bed at large. 

Mr. Elſing's Book, touching Proceedings in 
Parliament, 1 Vol. 

Noy's Collettion,touching the Kings Supplies, 
1 Vol. ſtitcht. 


A Book of various Colleftions out Of Records 


and Regiſter of Canterbury, and Claymes 
at the Coronation of R. 2. 1 Vol. 


Tranſcript of Biſhop Uſher's Notes, prin- 


cipally concerning Chronology , three 
large Vol. Mee trg 
A Tranſcript out of Dooms-day- Book. of G1-- 
ceſterſhire and Herefordſhire, and of ſome 
Pipe- Rolls, and old Accompts of the Cu- 
ſtems, 1 Vol. 
Extraits and Colleftions out of Records, 
touching Titles of Honour, 1 Vol. 
Extraits of Plens, Patents and Cloſe- Rolls, 
tempore H. 3. E. 1. E. 3. E. 3. and ome 
old Antiquities of England, 1 Vol. 
Collettions and Memorials of many Records 
and Antiquities, 1. Vol. Seldems. 
| Culenacr 


— 6. 5 Te *, 
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Calender of Charters and Records in the 
Tower, touching Gloxceſter ſhire. 
Coltettion of Notes and Records of various 
- natures, marked -M.. 1 Vol. Selderi. 
Tranſcripe of the Iters of London, Kent, 
Cornwall, 1 Vol. 
E xtratts out of the Leiger-Books of Battell, 
Eveſham, Winton, &c. 1 Vol. Seldeni. 
Copies of the principal Records in the Red- 
Book, in the Exchequer, 1 Vol. 

E xtratts of Records and Treaties, relating to 
Sea-aff airs, 1 Vol. | | 

Records touching Cuſtoms, Ports, Partition 
of the Lands of Gil. De Clare, &c. 

Extratt of Pleas in the time of R. 1. King 
Fohn, E. 1, &c. 1 Vol. 

Carte Antique in the Tower, Tranſcribed, 
in 2 Vol. | 

Chronological Remembrances, extrafted out 
of the Notes of Biſhop Uſher, 1 Vol. 
ſtitched. | 

Inquiſitionibus de Legibus Wallie, 1 Vol. 

Colleitions, or Records, touching Knight- 
boed. ' 


Titles of Honour. Seldeni. 1 Vol. 
Mathematicks and Fornifications. 1 Vol. 
Proceſſus Curie Militaris, 1 Vol. 
A Both of Honour Rtitched, 1 Vol. x 
Extratts out of the Regiſtry of Canter- 
tary. 
Copies 
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Copies of ſeveral Records, touching Preceed 
ngs in the Military-Court, 1 Vol. 
Abſtraits of Summons and Rolls of Parlia- 
ment, out of the Book of Dunelm. and 
{ome Records Alphabetically digeſted, F 
1 Vol. | | | 
Abſtraits of divers Records in the Office of A 
firſt Fruits, 1 Vol. ſtitched, pr 
Mathematical and Aſtrological Calculations, | 


1 Vol. 
A Book, of Divinity. ; 
Two large Repoſitories of Records, marked | 
A. and B. 


[ Af thoſe above are in Folio. 


The Proceedings of the Forreſts of Windſor, 
Dean, and Effex, in Quarto. 1 Vol. 


[Thoſe that follow, are moſt of them in | 
Velame, or Parchment.] 


Two Books of old Statutes, one ending, 
H. 7. the other, 2 H. 5. with the Sams, 
2 Vol. | 

Five laſt years, E. 2. 1 Vol. 


Reports tempore, E. 2. 1 Vol. 

The Year-Book_of R. 2. and ſome others, 
1 Vol. 

An old Chronicle, from the Creation, to E. 3. 
1 Vol. : 
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A Mathematical Book, eipecially of Op- 


tiques.. 1 Vol. 

A Dutch Book of Geometry, and Foyt:fice- 
£400, 

Hurt Benevenlant Geometrica. 1 Vol. 

Reports tempore E. 1. under Titles, 1 Vol. 

An old Regzfter, and ſome Pleas, 1 Vol. 

Bernardi Bratrackh Peregrinatie, 1 Vol. 

Iter Cantis and London, and tome Report, 
tempore E.2. 1 Vol. © 

Reports, tempore, E.1. & E. 2 1Vol. 

Leiger-Book, Avbatie De Bllo. 

Ifidori opera 

Liber Altcycationts, & Chriftiane Phrloſas 

phi, contra Pagans. 

Hiſtoria Petri Mandncatoru. 

Hornis Aſtronomica. 

Hiſtoria Ecclefie Dunelmenſis. 

Holand: Chymica. | 

De Alchymie Scriptoribus. 

The Black- Book ot the New- Law, Colleted 
by me, and digeſted into Alphabetical 
Tiles, Written with my own hand, 
which is the Orrginal Copy. 


MAaTTHEw HALE. 


The 
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The Concluſion. 


Tz lived and dyed Sir Matthew Halr, 
the Renowned Lord Chief Juſtice of 
England: He had one of the eſngy of 
Virtue in the higheſt meaſure of any of the 
Age, that does not always follow it, which 
was, That he was wniverſ-lly much valued 
and admired by Men of all ſides arid perſwa- 
frons : For as none could h4t- him but tor his 
Fuſtice and Virtues, fo the great eſtimation 
he was generally in, made, that few durſt 
unvertake to defend {0 ingrateful a Paradox, 
aS any thing ſaid to /eſken him would have 
appeared to be. His Name is ſcarce ever 
mentioned ſince his Death, without parti- 
cular «ccents of ſingular reſpeft. His opsn40n 
in Points of Law generally paſſes as an wr:- 
controwlable Authority, and is often Pleaded 
in all the Courts of Juſtice : And all that 
knew him well, do ſtil! ſpeak of him as one 
of the perfecteſt Paterns of Religion and Vir- 
re they cver ſaw. 

The Commendation given him by all ſorts 
of people, are ſuch, that I can hardly come 
ander the Cenſures of this Age,for any thing 
I have (aid concerning him z yct if this Book 

lives 
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lives to after-times, it will be looked on per. 
haps as a Pifture, drawn more according 
to fancy and invention, than after the Life ; 
if it were not that thoſe who knew him 
well, eſtabliſhing its Credit in the preſene 
Age, will make it paſs down to the nex: 
with a clearer authority. | 

[ ſhall purſue his praiſe no further in my 
own words, but ſhall add what the preſent 
Lord Chancellor of England laid concerning 
him, when he delivered the Commiſſion to 
the Lord Chief fuſtice Rainsford, who ſuc- 
ceeded him in that Office, which he begaa 
in this manner. 

The Vacancy of the Seat of the Chief Fu- 
ſlice of this Court, and that by a way and 
means ſo anuſual, as the Reſignation of ham, 
that lately held tt, and thus too proceeding 
from ſo doterakh a Cauſe, as the infirmity of 
that Body, which began to forſake the ableſt 
mind that ever preſided here, hath filled the 
Kingdom with Lamentations , and gwen the 
King many and penſrue thoughts, how to ſup- 
ply tha: Vacancy again, And a little after, 
ſpeaking io his Succeſſor, he ſaid, The very 
Labours of the place, and that weight and 
fatigne of Buſineſs which attends it, are no 
ſmall diſcouragements,, For what Shoulders 
may nt juſtly fear that Burthen which made 
him ſtoop that went before you ? Tet, I confeſs, 

you 
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you have a greater diſconragement than the 
meer Burthen of your Place, and that us the 
wimirable Example of your laſt Predeceſſor : 
Onerotum eſt ſuccedere bono Principi, was 
the ſaying of him in the Panegyrick : And 
you! will find it ſo foo, that are to ſneceed ſach 
# ('lief fuſtice, of ſo indefatigable an Indy- 
Fry, fo romeble a Patience, ſo exemplary 
& Integrity, and ſo magnanimouy 4 contempt 
of woridly things, without which no Man can 
be try great 5, and to all this a Man that was 
fn abſoirte a Adaſter of the Stierce of the Law, 
ara ren of the moſt abſtruce and hidden 
pr'r's of it, that one may truly ſay of his Know- 


brane in the Law , what St. Auſtin ſaid of | 


Sr. Hierome”s Knowledge in Divmty, Qued 
Hieronimus neſfcivit, nullus mortalium un- 


quam {civit. And therefore the Ring world 


ot ſuffer bimſelf to part with ſe great a Man, 
rel] be had placed upon him al the marks of 
Bonrty aid Efteem, which his retired and 
wreak condition was capable of. 

To this high Charafter, in which the 
expreſſions, as they become the Eloquence 
of him who pronounced them; ſo they do 
2gree exaftly to the Subjet, without the 
abarements that are often to be made for 
Rhetorick. I ſhall add that part of the Lord 
Chief Tuſtices Anſwer, in which he ſpeaks 
of his Predcceſlor, 

— A 
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——— A perſon in whom his Eminent V/ir- 
tnes, and deep Learning, have long managed 
a Conteſt for the agar which i not de- 
cided to this day, nor will it ever be detev- 
mined, I ſuppoſe , which ſhall get the upper 
hand. A perſon that has ſat in thu Court 
theſe many year! , of whoſe Ailions there I 
have been an eye and ear-witneſs, that by the 
greatneſs of his Learning always charmed hu 
Anditors to reverence and attention : A per- 
fon of whom [ think_1 may boldly ſay, that as 
former times cannot ſhew any Superiour 10 
him, ſo I am confident-ſucceeding and futxre 
time will never ſhew any equal. Thoſe conſi- 
derations, heightned by what I have heard 
from your Lordſhip concerning him, made me 
anxious and doubrful, and put me to a ſtand, 
how I ſhould ſucceed ſo able, ſo good, and fo 
great a Man: It doth very much trouble me, 
that I, who in compariſon of him, am but like 
a Candle lighted in the Sun-ſhine , or like 4 
Glow-worm at Mid-day , ſhould ſucceed ſo 
great a Perſon, that is and will be ſo ems 


famons te all Pofterity : And I muſt ever wear 


this Aſotto in my Breaſt to comfort me, and in 
my Actions t0 excuſe me : 


Sequitar, quanvis non paſſibu equis. 


We? Thus 
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. Thus were Panegyricks made upon him 
while yetalive, in that ſame Court of Juſtice 
which he had fo worthily governed. As he 
was honoured while he lived, fo he was 


much -lamented when he died: And this - 


will ſtill beacknowledged as a juſt Infcription 


for his Memory, though his modeſty forbid 


any fuch to be put on his Tombſtone : 


THAT HE .WAS ONE OF THE 
GREATEST PATERNS THIS AGE 
HAS AFFORDED, WHETHER IN 
HIS PRIVATE DEPORTMENT AS A 
CHRISTIAN, OR IN HIS PUBLICK 
EMPLOYMENTS, EITHER AT THE 
BAR OR ON THE BENCH. 
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